
Arson rocks Burnsville High
Damage estimates
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"students have planned their question in my mind that there's
lives around June 10," said no way we can use that building
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(Condnuedfromfrontpage) -
teacher) said, 'This is lfi) times
worse than I expected it to be.' "

"The amount of devastation is
hard to imagine unless you walk
through and see it," said School
Board Member Frances Potts.

Heavy structural damage was
concentrated in and around the
main entrance. Flames spread
about 200 feet in either direction
and shot up a stairwell, torching a
foyer in the second-floor hallway,
said James Novak, deputy state
fire marshal. .

While most classrooms in the
area appeared relatively intact
behind their charred doors, near-
ly all of the building suffered
smoke, heat or water damage,
authorities said. The fire was
halted by four sprinkler heads at
the end of the south corridor,
before it could spread into the
athletic wing. Older sections of
the building, including the en-
trance, don't have sprinklers.

Originally estimated at g5

mi.llion, damage is now thought to
be "significantly higher,"
Rickabaugh said Thursday.

Gov. Arne Carlson toured the
wreckage Wednesday, accom-
.panied by local legislators seek-
ing $1.2 million in emergency
assisLance to cover uninsured
repairs and relocation expenses.
DFL Iegislative leaders toured
Thursday. The Senate has ap
proved a $500,0fl) package; the
House was scheduled to begin
considering the full 91.2 million
FridAymorning.

By Thursday afternoon - when
the School Board approved an
emergency plan to relocate
classes - dozens, and perhaps
hundreds, of students and adults
had volunteered to help with
eleanup and relocation, and

. board Chair Shari Prest was pro'
claiming "a victorious time for
this district" in the face of
hagedy. '

GOV. ARNE Carlson (Ieft center of picture) was surounded by students and local
officials during his visit on Wednesday. The distrlct is seeking $1.2 million tn
emergency assistance. PhotobyRick Orndorf r: '


