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1964 was the year Dan and Carin Siebert left Faribault to start their new life in Eagan.

"lt was a good year for us," Dan said- "We got married 50 years ago and moved here 50 years ago

and joined the church 50 years ago."

The church was River Hills United Brethren, just across the border in eastern Burnsville. The

Sieberts missed the inaugural worship service on Sept. L3, held at Sioux Trail Elementary School

in Burnsville, which hosted services and Sunday schoolfor a year while the church was being
built.

"We started the second Sunday at the school," Siebert said. 'The house was purchased but we
hadn't moved in yet."

The retired Northwest Airlines mechanic and his wife, a retired nurser won't miss this Sunday's
special service as River Hills United Methodist celebrates its 50th anniversary.

The church, which became United Methodist in 1958 with the nationwide merger of two
Protestant denominations, will combine its two Sunday services into one 10 a.m. service.

For old time's sake, it will be held at Sioux Trail, just across Highway L3. A I a.m. social hour and

a picnic from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.will be held at the church.

The Sieberts are among the 72 charter members of a church whose membership peaked atL,179
in 1988 and today stands at about 655.

"Since I'm on the welcoming committee, I like to see the young people coming in," Siebert said-

"We do have some. There are several young families in our church. They are already pillars of our
church, just like the 72 of us were in the beginning."

It's a big year for 50th anniversaries in Burnsville, which is celebrating its own half-century as an

incorporated city. Sioux Trail and another Burnsville-Eagan-savage school, Vista View, are also

marking 50th birthdays.

"You can't tell now the way things are built up, but this used to be a field," the Rev. Emma Melin,
associate pastor, said of the church building at 11L00 River Hills Drive. 'This was out in the
country."

Siebert said he and his wife were encouraged to join the fledgling church by fellow Evangelical

United Brethren members in Faribault who knew the couple were moving north. The United
Brethren church had German roots and the United Methodist Church had English roots, but the
divisions were falling away, Siebert said.

"l know when we look back at it we are very happy that we took that advice from people to come
here and become part of the church," Siebert said.



The Rev. Gordon Wendland, the first of six appointed pastors, went door to door seeking
prospective members, Siebert said.

"Many times the people said, 'What's Evangelical United Brethren?'They had to explain what it
was. Fortunately, there were some people living in the area already whose background was EUB,

so they were able to get started that way."

The new church building opened for worship and Sunday school on Oct. 15, 1965. More building
followed, including a new sanctuary and more Sunday school space in 1972, new pews and
parking lot pavement in 1976, a new kitchen in 1977 and a new foyer, administrative space and
kindergarten and nursery rooms in 1988.

The church, which offers a traditionalSunday service and a late-morning service with a praise

band, has a musical legacy that includes the Welsely Bellringers and the Gospel Bellringers.
Marilyn Pyle has recruited and led the bell choirs since 1977"

Former member Chad Gilbertson remembers a church full of opportunities for youth. The Rev.

Gilbertson is one of six young River Hills members who became ordained clergy people. The

latest appointment in his Z?-year career is HolyTrinity United Methodist in Prior Lake.

"l was involved as a youth on several mission trips," said Gilbertson, whose parents, Arnold and

Muriel, of Apple Valley, were charter members of River Hills. "Worship is another area where
youth were accepted and involved. I had the opportunity to preach at River Hills two Sundays

ago, the Sunday before Labor Day, as part of their 50th anniversary. ltalked about how I

preached my very first sermon on an Easter Sunday morning as part of the youth-led Easter

sunrise service. Opportunities like that were afforded to youth."

During junior high he participated in the United Methodist camping program, which proved a big
influence on his career choice, said Gilbertson, whose mothe/s father was a United Methodist
minister.

Attracting younger church members is a challenge, Melin said, adding that the older members
are "a very active group of people," many of whom enjoy the contemporary worship service as

much as the traditional.

"There are so many more options available these days for people's time and energy," said Melin,
who came to River Hills in 1999 after leaving an information systems job at 3M and joining the
clergy. 'You go back 50 years and the church was the community gathering place. That's no
longer true. And for many, the church was their social outlet, and that's no longer true. People
have so many more options."

River Hills' current membership numbers?

"Comfortable, maybe - settled with it, no,' said Melin, whose length of tenure exceeds those of
all the head pastors, including the current one, the Rev. Robert Braudt, who came in 2012.

"Because you always want to be growing the church, You always want to be reaching out to
people."


