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Thank you, Savage, for doing your part! 
Our collective efforts are working.  
We are slowing the spread of the  
coronavirus – giving Minnesota time  
to focus on response, recovery, and  
resources. Thank you for abiding by the 
stay-at-home order, practicing social  
distancing, and limiting trips to the store.

Can we virtually help you? 
Our top priority is the health and well  
being of our residents and employees.  
To help reduce exposure and slow the 
spread of COVID-19, the City of Savage 
has closed facilities to the public and 
canceled or postponed many programs 
and events, but we are still open virtually. 
From paying bills to applying for permits, 
many services are easy to access online at 
cityofsavage.com. Please know that we’ll 
continue to deliver essential services with a 
focus on public safety and utilities. All staff 
who can work remotely will continue to do 
so and are just an email or phone call away.

 
Use parks responsibly 
Getting outside is good for the soul and 
sanity, so public parks, trails, and dog parks 

remain open. But be smart and safe – use 
our parks and trails responsibly. 

• Stay at least 6 feet from others

• Avoid playgrounds 

• Don’t gather in groups

•  Don’t play group sports or share sports 
equipment

Support local restaurants 
During the next few weeks, if you are able, 
help support Savage restaurants. To make 
it easier for the community to find which 
establishments are open, the Savage 

Chamber of Commerce has compiled a list 
of area restaurants at savagechamber.com 
who are offering takeout, curbside, and 
delivery. Please support where and when 
you can. #KeepSavageStrong 

More information
The health of our community depends on 
each person being committed to doing the 
right thing. For the latest information on 
city services affected by COVID-19, event 
cancellations, and available resources,  
go to cityofsavage.com. Be well!

No one should go hungry during  
the COVID – 19 crisis
If you or someone you know, especially  
seniors, needs food, Community Pantry 
191 is partnering with Second Harvest 
Heartland to provide free curbside pick  
up service for fresh produce and staples 
like noodles, peanut butter, and cereal.  
For information on upcoming  
distribution sites/times in May, go to  
communityed191.org or contact  
District 191 Community Education  
Director Tom Umhoefer at 952-707-4112.

COVID-19 update

Crime Prevention: Theft from Motor Vehicle
by Savage Police Department

We know we mention it often, but we cannot stress the importance of taking valuables out of your car and locking your vehicles when  
you walk away. It only takes seconds for someone to grab what’s in plain sight and get away with your items. In 2019, we took 84 thefts  
from a motor vehicle reports from citizens in Savage. Thieves no longer just want your loose change or cell phone charger - thieves are  
also looking to snatch the garage door opener you keep on your sun visor and use it to access your home. The good news is this type of 
crime is easy to prevent: 

•  Always lock your doors and close all the windows.       •  Remove garage door openers. 

•  If you have an alarm, make sure it is activated.        •  Park in well-lit, visible areas. 

•   Remove all valuables from your vehicle or make sure they are out of view. 

Remember, if you see something suspicious, call 911 immediately.



$6 million planned for Savage streets 
The City of Savage is investing $6 million for the improvement of local roads this summer. These projects are based on the City’s 10  
Year Street Improvement Plan and funds have been included in our 2020 budget. These projects are also helping to keep our local  
economy going during the COVID-19 pandemic. Construction is projected to start in early-May and be substantially completed by the  
end of October.

How long have you been 
a Savage Firefighter?
It will be 5 years this July! 

What made you want to 
become a firefighter?
Honestly, I wanted to find 
a way to give back to the 
community where I was 
raised. I have spent my 
whole life in Savage. One 
of my friends who is on the 
department told me they 
were hiring, and I thought I 
would give it a shot. I have 
loved every second since.

What is your day job?
I am a heavy equipment mechanic for a company located  
in Savage.

What do you like to do when you are not working  
or volunteering?
My oldest son and I go hunting and fishing a lot. I also enjoy  
building things for the house, and friends and family.

What do you like most about firefighting?
When the dust settles after a call, you can step back and realize 
how everyone came together with the same objective – just help 
one another. There is no better reward than knowing you helped 
someone in their time of need, and you did it with a bunch of  
people that care just as much as you do. 

What would you say to someone considering becoming  
a firefighter?
It’s one of the best choices you could make. It does take a lot of 
time and dedication, and you will never stop learning. Like I was 
told when I first started, "If you ever feel you know everything 
about this job and stop learning, it’s time to hang it up." 

MEET A SAVAGE FIREFIGHTER
These men and women are your neighbors, your co-workers, and your friends. They are people of all ages, races,  
and backgrounds who are committed to giving back to their community. If you are interested in becoming a Savage 
firefighter, go to cityofsavage.com. 

GARY HOLLER

Hampshire Avenue Improvements 
With all the new residential development in south Savage, a short 
portion of Hampshire Ave. from 154th St. to just north of the Credit 
River will be improved to better serve the increase in traffic. This 
will include full street reconstruction, complete curb and gutter 
replacement, new paved trail, new utilities, and storm sewer  
upgrades. 

2020 Neighborhood Streets  Rehabilitation  
Just over 2 miles of local roads will have either a full depth mill  
and overlay or typical mill and overlay. The areas impacted include 
the north Highway 13 frontage road, South Highway 13 frontage 
road (123rd St.), Forest Glen Court, Utica Ave., West Hidden Valley 
Drive, Natchez Ave., Quentin Ave., West Hidden Valley Court,  
Ottawa Ave., 139th St., Natchez Lane, Connelly Place, Zinran Ave., 
and Ridgewood Lane. This means lots of truck traffic and heavy 
machinery in those areas while they are removing the existing 
pavement, doing spot repairs to the utilities, replacing curb  
and gutter that is cracked, damaged or need better drainage, 
replacing sidewalks as needed, grading the road surface, and  
then putting down either one or two layers of paving.

CR 27 Maintenance
Scott County is planning a maintenance mill and overlay on  
County Road 27/Dakota Ave. from County Road 16/McColl  
Drive to South Park Drive. Work will include removing and  
replacing 4 inches of pavement, storm sewer maintenance,  
sign replacements, and seal coating. Intersection pedestrian 
ramps will also be improved for ADA compliance. Residents will 
need to watch for lane closures and slowdowns during this work.

For more information and updates on City road projects, visit  
cityofsavage.com.



This is Savage | Sharing our History
While Savage may be best known as the home of the famous racehorse Dan Patch, our city has a rich and varied history. Each month,  
we will share some of the lesser talked about people, places, and events that make Savage unique.

Camp Savage
Camp Savage helped shape the nation’s 
history during World War II. In 1942,  
our city became home to the Military  
Intelligence Service Language School.  
The purpose of the school was to improve 
the foreign language skills of Japanese-
American soldiers and train them in 
military intelligence to help defeat the 
Japanese. 

The school was first established in  
1941 at the Presidio in San Francisco.  
But then Pearl Harbor was bombed,  
and in the interest of national security,  
Japanese-Americans were evacuated 
from the West Coast. Consequently, a new 
location had to be found for the Language 
School. Savage was selected after a  
nationwide survey found Minnesota 
to have the best record of racial amity. 
Language School commandant Col. Kai 
E. Rasmussen was quoted as saying he 
believed Savage was a community that 
would accept Japanese-Americans for 
their true worth.

The selected site was on 132 acres located 
south of what is today Highway 13, near 
Xenwood Avenue. The site had been used 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps during 
the 1930s, followed by a program that 
housed elderly, indigent men. Although 
not initially, the site eventually consisted of 
barracks, classrooms, a mess hall,  

an officers' mess, and other support  
buildings. Dubbed “Camp Savage”,   
the school's first classes began on June 1, 
1942, with a total of 200 soldiers enrolled. 
Within two years, the school grew to have 
52 academic sections, 27 civilian and 65 
enlisted instructors, and 1100 students.

A typical day at the camp consisted of nine 
intensive hours of studying the Japanese 
language. Over 6,000 soldiers graduated 
from Camp Savage and were stationed 
throughout the Pacific Theater and in 
Alaska, where they translated captured 
documents, maps, battle plans, diaries, 
letters, and printed materials, monitored 
Japanese radio broadcasts, interrogated 
captured enemy soldiers, and acted as 
translators for civilians. President  Truman 
called them “our human secret  

weapon” and have been credited by  
General Charles Willoughby, chief  
intelligence for General McArthur for 
breaking the Japanese code and  
shortening the war by two years. 

In 1944, the school outgrew its facilities 
 in Savage and was relocated to Fort  
Snelling in Minneapolis. Today, there is 
little left of Camp Savage except for a 
historical marker erected in 1993. The 
lone remaining building is used by the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Highway Department. The adjacent land 
has been turned back to the City and is 
being used as a public dog park.

If you are interested, you can explore more 
about Savage’s past at the Savage Public 
Library’s Heritage Room.

Sweep up! Rake up! Pick up!
Adopt a Storm Drain
The storm drain on your street is a link to our lakes and rivers.  
Whatever washes off your yard and street can pollute these 
waters. That includes lawn fertilizer, grass clippings, pet waste, 
and tree leaves and seeds – all sources of phosphorus, the plant 
nutrient that turns lakes and rivers green with algae. Help protect 
our water by adopting your neighborhood storm drain. It’s easy 
and it makes a difference. Log on to adopt-a-drain.org, enter your 
address and select a drain near you and keep it clear of leaves, 
trash, and other debris to reduce water pollution.  

Just because it says it’s  
flushable, doesn’t mean  
you should.
This applies more than ever right now! Just because you  
CAN flush things like sanitary wipes, fats, oils and grease,  
chemicals, makeup wipes, tissues, and cotton balls, doesn't 
mean you SHOULD flush it. The term “flushable” doesn’t mean 
it’s biodegradable. None of these items break down in the water 
and can tangle with other items, resulting in a clogged sewer line. 
Defend your drains! Toss these products in the trash.  
#WereAllInThisTogether
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What are Cable Franchise  
Agreements?
Cable Franchise agreements are agreements between a city 
and a cable TV provider that authorize the cable provider to  
distribute services within a city. Essentially, a franchise is  
simply an authorization to operate within the city and use city 
right-of-way for its infrastructure. Currently, the City of Savage 
has franchise agreements with both Nuvera (formerly Integra) 
and Mediacom. Mediacom was the first cable TV provider in 
Savage and has their infrastructure in about 90 percent of the 
city. In 2010, Integra entered the market and has a more limited 
service area. Both franchise agreements expire in 2020 and the 
City is in the process of renewing them. 

Does this mean other companies cannot provide  
cable services in Savage?
No. The City has an “open” system that allows for any service  
provider to enter the market and obtain a franchise. It is an area 
that is pretty much governed by the competitive market. The 
City has always been an advocate for more competition and 
would welcome it.

Does the franchise agreement affect my internet 
service?
No, due to federal law, these agreements do not cover  
internet even though the infrastructure also provides  
broadband service. We are aware that media is being  
consumed more via the internet rather than cable TV. This is  
a topic that we have discussed with our national lobbying 
groups and will continue to monitor. 

What else does a franchise agreement do?
In exchange for the franchise, the cable TV provider agrees to  
pay an annual franchise fee to the city, which is 5% of the annual 
gross cable TV revenues. This revenue goes toward operating  
our SAVAGE TV government cable access channel so local  
cable subscribers can watch city council meetings, school  
board meetings, county commission meetings, and other  
community-drive programming. 

Reminders 
Hydrant Flushing | May-June
Public Works Utility Service crews will be flushing the community’s 
water system now through the end of June. Hydrant flushing will take 
place from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. Flushing may 
cause rust-colored water. This is normal and your water is safe  
to drink. 

 •  To clear any rust color, run your tap for a couple of minutes. 

 •   Before doing laundry, run water in your washing machine to 
ensure it’s clear. 

Questions? Contact Public Works Utility Services at 952-224-3440.

Planning a campfire? 
Recreational fire permit applications can be completed online at bit.
ly/2KlfrjS. Those wishing to have a recreational fire are advised to 
complete the online form and keep a copy on hand. The copy will be 
needed for verification should the Savage Police or Fire departments 
receive a complaint about your fire. Those who do not have access to 
the internet may request a permit by calling 952-882-2660. 

Summer garbage can placement   
It’s street sweeping time! Our street crews rely on your help to place 
garbage and recycling cans at the end of the driveway, behind the 
curb on trash pick-up days. Bins placed in the street are very difficult 
to sweep around and may result in the street not being swept to the 
curb. We appreciate your cooperation! 

Get SMART and save!
Savage residents can receive a credit on their water bill for  
purchasing and installing an irrigation controller that reduces  
water usage. The credit will cover 90% of the cost of the smart  
irrigation controller, up to $200. (For instance, if the irrigation  
controller costs $200, the credit would be $180).  Rebates will be 
provided on a first-come, first-served basis until the grant money is 
gone. To apply, go to cityofsavage.com. If you have questions, please 
contact Water Resources Manager Jesse Carlson at 952-882-2686  
or jcarlson@ci.savage.mn.us.

Have you completed your 2020 Census?
As of today, 70.9% of Savage households have responded to the #2020Census. Savage is doing great – but we need everyone  

to respond. Go to 2020census.gov to be counted. Census results produce more than just a population number, they have 
far-reaching public policy effects – examples include funding for infrastructure and local services, planning for public facilities, 

political representation in U.S. Congress and more.


