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Look Ahead to Summer Fun!
Register for Recreation programs at www.registration.burnsvillemn.gov 
or by phone at 952-895-4500.

E V E N T S

Summer Kickoff Jamboree
Ages: Parents and children, all ages
Neill Park, 13501 Upton Ave. (meet at the park shelter)

Thinking about signing your kids up for Kids of Summer or Camp 
Explore? Parents, caregivers and children are invited to stop by Neill 
Park to check out the facility, meet staff and talk to other participants. 

Attendees can ask questions and get a feel for what the summer 
program will look like. Pop-in games and activities will be taking place!

Date: Saturday, June 12
Time: 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Cost: FREE

Kids of Summer (ages 6 – 12) and Kids of Summer Little Tykes (ages 4 – 5) are popular playground programs that 
let kids enjoy some summer fun with friends and make new ones. Activities include games, sports, arts and crafts, 
water activities, special events and plenty of free play! Morning and afternoon sessions are available. 

Camp Explore (ages 6 – 12) is an all-day structured program with creative weekly themes of sports, nature, art and 
more. Kids can sign up for the first half of summer, the second half of summer or an entire summer of fun!

Kids of Summer, Kids of Summer Little Tykes and Camp Explore run June 14 through Aug. 12. 
Learn more at www.burnsvillemn.gov/recreation. 

Attention Junior Golfers! 
Are you ready to take your skills to the next level or get started in 

the lifetime game of golf?

Birnamwood’s Junior Golf Program runs  June 9 – Aug. 3 for grades 
3 – 10. Learn more and register at www.birnamwoodgolfcourse.com.

Let’s Play, Burnsville!
Burnsville is the place to be this spring, summer and fall! From adult rec leagues to 
kids sports to pop-up parties in community parks, we offer something for everyone. 
Keep an eye on the City website, Facebook and Twitter for latest on events, programs 
and activities, and view the 2021 Recreation Times online at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/rectimes.

recreationCITY OF BURNSVILLE

TIMES

2 0 2 1
ADVENTURES
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All events are subject to 
change based on health 

recommendations. 
View the most up-to-date 

event information at  
www.burnsvillemn.gov.

Grants Available
Want financial assistance to help build the raingarden of your dreams? Apply for a $1,000 grant from the City! 
The Neighborhood Water Resources Enhancement Grant helps fund water quality landscaping projects. 

Apply by Wednesday, May 26. Applications are available at www.burnsvillemn.gov/WQGRANT.

E V E N T S

Landscaping for Clean Water Virtual Worshops: 
Beautiful Gardens Do Beautiful Things
Creating your beautiful yard is within reach, with a little help from experts in raingarden and 
shoreline restoration design. Sign up for a FREE introductory workshop for ideas, inspiration 
and information on how to get started on a project that not only looks great, but benefits water 
quality and pollinators too. 

At the workshop, you’ll see dozens of affordable designs that transform conventional yards into 
beautiful and beneficial landscapes. Afterward, you can sign up for an advanced workshop to 
receive help designing a plan specific to your property. 

Upcoming Workshop Dates: Wednesday, April 28 and Monday, May 3
Time: 6 p.m. | Live via Zoom
Cost: FREE

These workshops are open to everyone and hosted by the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District. 
Register at www.dakotaswcd.org.

Party on the Plaza Returns This Summer
Save the Date: Thursday, June 10
Time:  4 – 6 p.m. or 7 – 9 p.m.
Location: Civic Center Park, 201 Civic Center Parkway

Pre-registration is required for this free event. Watch our website for details!
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Trees protect water quality, reduce energy bills and add beauty to yards. To 
encourage tree planting in Burnsville, each spring the City hosts an Arbor Day 
Tree Sale. A variety of bare-root trees are available. 

All trees are sold by pre-order only. No day-of purchases. 

Who: Burnsville residents only
Order Deadline: Wednesday, April 28 at noon
Pick Up Date/Time: Friday, April 30 • 3:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Pick Up Location: Across from Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: $30 – $70 per tree

There is a maximum purchase of two trees per household. Locally-grown, bare-
root trees will range from 5 to 12 feet tall.  Visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/treesale 
to order and for tips, pricing and additional information.

Annual Arbor Day Tree SaleAnnual Arbor Day Tree Sale
Hurry! Online pre-sale closes soon!Hurry! Online pre-sale closes soon!

A Burnsville resident picking 
up her trees from the annual 
Arbor Day Tree Sale.

May Day 5K   
Location Civic Center Park, 201 Civic Center Parkway

Run the streets of Burnsville to celebrate the beautiful month of May! This community-
held 5K race will be chip-timed by Anderson Race Management. Race is sponsored by 
Run N Fun and the South of the River Recreators (S.O.R.R.) cities of Burnsville, Apple 
Valley, Eagan, Farmington, Lakeville, Rosemount and Savage.  

Register by April 30 at www.raceroster.com/45379

Date: Saturday, May 1
Time: Registration begins at 7 a.m.

Race begins at 8 a.m.
Cost: $30 includes race t-shirt

Homeowner Building Workshop
Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer, or are planning to hire a licensed contractor, this 90-minute workshop is free for 
Burnsville residents and will provide tips, tricks and information to help set expectations on home projects. There will 
also be time at the end for questions about your specific project.

Those who attend will be eligible for a $25 discount on their next building permit. Topics will include:
• Home Remodels, Basement Finishes, Windows and Insulation
• Basic Plumbing, Electrical, HVAC and Building Code Requirements

When: Thursday, May 13 • 6:30 – 8 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway

Registration is recommended at www.burnsvillemn.gov/workshop. For more information on Burnsville’s building 
requirements visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/permit or email chris.faste@burnsvillemn.gov. 
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The Future of Grow Burnsville

Community Gardens Market Gardens Food Forest Healthy Cooking Classes

Grow Burnsville 

Amid the many challenges our community has faced throughout the past year, food inequity rises to the top. Low 
income families, especially those with children, face increased food struggles, particularly when it comes to providing 
food with high nutritional value. 

The City of Burnsville hopes to help meet those needs long-term with a new Grow Burnsville initiative, a program that 
is off to a strong start thanks to a grant award of $125,000 aimed at increased opportunities for locally grown 
produce, as well as enhanced access to open space and physical activity for our most vulnerable residents.

On Jan. 23, the United States Conference of Mayors (USCM) and the American Beverage Foundation for a Healthy 
America (ABHFA) announced the nine winning cities of the 2021 Childhood Obesity Prevention and Environmental 
Health and Sustainability Awards. Each of the cities was awarded a grant to enhance health, wellness and 
environmental quality in their communities. 

The City of Burnsville took first place in its population category and will 
use the grant dollars to launch Grow Burnsville. The program will focus on 
creating opportunities for healthy eating for families in poverty, families 
with nutrition access limitations and families underserved by park space. 
The program will provide access to locally grown healthy food through 
the development of a “Community and Market Garden,” which will offer 
education and internship opportunities for youth while providing locally 
grown produce to more families than can be served through existing 
efforts. It will also pilot a “Food Forest,” a new approach for putting 
underutilized public land and rights-of-way to work as spaces to grow 
fruits and vegetables through sustainable permaculture.

The City’s Sustainability Plan and commitment to environmental issues 
will provide a framework that will allow the City to quickly implement 
the project’s plan. Although some portions of the plan – such as creating 
permaculture areas – will take time to fully develop, the project is 
designed to kick off later this spring and see achievements this year.   

Sue Bast, Burnsville’s Environmental 
Specialist and Grow Burnsville Manager 
(left), and Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth 
Kautz (right) display information on the 
Grow Burnsville project and the 2021 
Childhood Obesity Prevention and 
Environmental Health and Sustainability 
award given to the City.

Meeting the Rising Challenges of Food Inequities
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“Our staff can’t wait to work on this project collaboratively with the community to enhance Burnsville’s food 
opportunities for everyone – especially our economically disadvantaged populations,” said Ryan Peterson, the City’s 
Public Works Director and Grow Burnsville Coordinator. “We are hoping to combat and bring attention to food 
insecurity while also offering many fun food opportunities for all residents.”

The City also sees Grow Burnsville as an opportunity to celebrate Burnsville’s rich cultural heritage and connect 
community through the power of food. Staff plan to roll out Grow Burnsville opportunities at community events 
throughout the summer and fall. There are also small garden kits available for pick-up at City Hall during regular 
business hours – free of charge, one per household – through May 14 or while supplies last.

Watch for future Grow Burnsville updates and activities at www.burnsvillemn.gov/grow.

Native Plant Market (Pre-order only)
Help birds, butterflies and bees by growing native plants!  

Native wildflowers, ferns and grasses will be available for pre-order from multiple 
vendors. (No walk-up sales this year.) Order pickup times will be staggered 
throughout the pickup day and other safety protocols will be in place. 

Who: Residents and non-residents
Order Deadline: Sunday, May 9
Pickup Date: Saturday, May 15 • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Across from Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: Plant prices vary

For information and a list of plant vendors visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/nativeplants.

Native blazing stars (Liatris) 
flowers are a magnet for attractive 
monarchs to your yard, one of 
many plant options available.

More meeting and event 
details on the City 

calendar at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov.

State of the City Address
Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth Kautz delivered the State of the     
City Address at the Ames Center on March 17. 

Missed it? No worries! Our recap video includes the Mayor’s 
speech, messages from City Council Members and a new You 
Belong Here music video!

Watch the State of the City video on BCTV 16 or online at www.burnsvillemn.gov/sotc. 

Meeting the Rising Challenges of Food Inequities
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Respect  •  Belonging  •  Stewardship  •  Adaptability  
Ethical  •  Vibrant  •  Bold  •  Welcoming

These are more than buzz words, more than just words – they are the 
foundation of the work we do for our community each and every day. 
In 2020, the City Council reflected on how they want to articulate our 
commitment in serving the community. And then COVID-19 hit and that 
commitment took on new meaning.

Many cities and organizations may strive to be vibrant, bold and welcoming. 
What does this mean – really mean – to how services are provided? 

It means that we are reflective and responsive. When COVID hit our community, we 
removed barriers for our business community to allow for additional signage, expanded 
outdoor dining, reduced fees and even loaned unused park benches to restaurants. We 
continually ask ourselves how our decisions impact our ability to effectively serve the 
community and adapt accordingly. 

It means that we pave our own path. When federal aid funds were allocated to 
Burnsville, we led with a robust business grant program that allocated over $2 million 
to help support our struggling businesses. When we couldn’t safely conduct in-person 
inspections, we moved to online video inspections.

It means that we care for each other. Since we couldn’t gather together as we would 
normally, we reimagined community events like Night to Unite by delivering goodie bags 
to neighborhoods. We are investing in expanded mental health resources for our first 
responders as well as partnering with mental health experts to help us more effectively 
respond to crisis calls.

While 2020 may be a year we will never forget, we are committed to taking the lessons 
learned from a global pandemic, civil and racial unrest, and an economic recession to 
double down on our vision:

Burnsville is a vibrant city, boldly leading, welcoming to all.
We are committed to serving with respect, belonging, stewardship, adaptability and ethics front of mind. We invite 
you to join us by applying for an advisory commission, by sharing your feedback in the comprehensive review of our 
city code, or by getting involved in one of our many volunteer opportunities. Please join us for an upcoming event, visit 
our parks and trails, and support our local businesses. 

Together, we can make our vision come to life each and every day.

Living Our Values Through 
the Pandemic
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Burnsville Creates a Circle  
of Care for Those in Crisis
In January 2021, Burnsville Police launched a new Community Engagement 
and Mental Health Unit to address the rise in mental health related calls 
(double in the last decade) and the Department’s desire to do more. They 
wanted to create a network of care and follow-up for those experiencing 
times of immense difficulty, trouble, danger or insecurity. 

The team, staffed by Sergeant Max Yakovlev and Officers Erica Huston and Ben Archambault, is the primary contact 
for calls concerning people in crisis. As of early March, they had already fielded 135 calls since Jan. 3. Their goal 
is to work with the people in crisis, their families, group homes, the County and mental health professionals to build 
relationships, educate and share available resources.

The unit strives to find the root cause of crisis for each individual they encounter. Uncovering the core of the issue allows 
them to better understand, address immediate needs and create a plan of action that extends into the future.

Follow-up is Key
Follow-up keeps the circle of care continuously moving, surrounding those in 
need with people who can offer support and additional resources. 

“We want to do a deep dive with these individuals,” Yakovlev said. “We 
want to connect people in crisis to the people/organizations that can help 
them manage their crisis when it comes.” 

“Often, our first encounter is when a person is having a bad day,” Huston 
further explained. “Instead, we want to get to know them on a good day. 
We want to build a relationship and treat them with dignity and respect.”

“I’ve had nothing but positive responses when following up with people 
who have been in crisis,” Archambault shared. “People are a little surprised 
when we reach out, but are very appreciative knowing that someone cares. 
That’s why I do this job, to help make a difference.”

Advisories Help with Response
The team shares “advisories” with other officers to help educate them and provide helpful tools if they respond to 
a person in crisis that has worked with the team before. These advisories include known triggers (doesn’t like to be 
touched, i.e.), emergency contacts and other information that may be helpful in building rapport, calming a situation 
and bringing resolution more quickly.

Unit Structure
The team is staffed by three full-time officers with over 60 years combined experience working staggered shifts. 
They are joined by a Dakota County social worker once a week who has access to expanded resources for therapy, 
education, medication, housing and additional support. The unit is supported by Holly Helm, the department’s Crime 
Analyst who has helped build a case management system that assists in prioritizing cases, tracks follow-up and has the 
ability to share information throughout the department to assist in response. 

To learn more about the Burnsville Police Department, visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/police. 

Pictured from left to right: Officer Ben 
Archambault, Officer Erica Huston and 
Sergeant Max Yakovlev.
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The City continues to manage the invasive Emerald Ash Borer insect (EAB) 
in public ash trees (those in parks and boulevard right-of-ways) through 
a combination of protection of good-quality and removal of poor-
quality ash trees. 

Large trees provide many benefits to the environment and people, such 
as shade, improved air quality and reduced stormwater runoff. So, 
protecting good-quality ash trees through periodic insecticide treatment 
is important whenever possible. But when a tree is no longer healthy 
enough to be treated, and removal is needed, replanting the area with 
a non-ash species will help diversify the urban canopy and bring new 
growth for the future.  

You can help protect our City’s trees and limit the spread of EAB, through the care and maintenance of the trees on 
your property. Here’s how:

• Is my tree an ash tree? Use the leaves, branch structure and bark as clues
• Is my ash tree infested with EAB? Look for bark flecking, woodpecker damage and severe dieback in the canopy
• Take action:

o Protect good-quality ash trees before they become infested (Learn more about the reduced resident rates
in the forestry section of our website)

o Remove poor-quality and infested ash trees (Do so only during the insect’s low activity period, from
Oct. 1 – April 30)

o Contact a City forester to help you identify EAB and discuss next steps

Don’t forget to hire only licensed contractors for all work done on private trees – find the updated list online. 

To learn more about EAB, the Forestry program and contractors licensed to do work in Burnsville, visit 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/forestry.

We Can All Help Preserve Our Urban Forest

EAB larvae chew through the inner layer of 
bark, which kills the ash tree. 

Emerald Ash Borer Update

Do your trees have leaves like these? The first step to slowing the spread of EAB is identifying ash trees. 
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For directions or specific item information, call  at 952-890-1100 
Other questions? Call the City of Burnsville Recycling at 952-895-4511 

Expires 12/31/21. One per household. No copies or  
reproductions will be accepted. Burnsville residents only. 

Businesses are not eligible for this promotion. 

: Mattresses, furniture, carpeting,  

: Appliances, electronics, 
hazardous or yard waste. 

Burnsville Driver’s License required. 
Limited to one pickup truck load 

(or trailer of equivalent size) 

             : During business hours from  
May 31, 2021 to December 31, 2021

: Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

: Burnsville Sanitary Landfill, 2650 West Cliff Rd. 

Redeem this disposal coupon at the Burnsville  
Sanitary Landfill to drop off one pickup truck (or 

equivalent sized) load of bulky items for FREE! 

windows, doors and small amounts of lumber. 

Recycle refrigerators, microwaves, TVs, computers, 
confidential documents and more at Dakota Valley 
Recycling’s Annual Summer Drop-Off.  

When: Saturday, June 5
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Where:  Burnsville Maintenance Center
13713 Frontier Court

Cost: Free or a small, per-item fee 
Cash or Check only

ACCEPTED ITEMS:
• Appliances including washers, dryers, air conditioners,
dehumidifiers, dishwashers, freezers, furnaces,
microwaves, refrigerators, ovens, water softeners, water
heaters and other miscellaneous appliances

• Scrap metal including lawn, garden and power tools;
ALL FLUIDS MUST BE DRAINED

• Computer monitors and televisions
• Other residential electronic devices such as computers,
stereos and DVD players

• Confidential documents for shredding (limit four paper
bags or small boxes per vehicle)

NOT ACCEPTED:
• Hazardous waste such as aerosols, household batteries,
cleaners, paint, light bulbs, pesticides, etc.

• Furniture
• Construction/demolition materials
• Vacuum cleaners
• Tires

For more specific information on fees and a full list of accepted 
items, visit www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org and search 
“Summer Collection.”

Dakota Valley Recycling also offers a spring paper 
shredding opportunity at the nearby Eagan Community 
Center on Saturday, May 1 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

For details on these events, social-distancing measures and 
additional paper shredding events in Dakota County, call the 
DVR Recycling Hotline at 952-895-4559 or visit 
www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org.

Recycling 
Drop-off and 
Shredding Event
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Center Spread

Environmental Guide
Environmental Guide for Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

2021

D a k o t a V a l l e y R e c y c l i n g . o r g   |   Tw i t t e r :  @ D V R e c y c l i n g   |   9 5 2 . 8 9 5 . 4 5 5 9 

This guide is partially funded by Dakota County, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and the Cities of Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

Online shopping to save your wallet and the planet

Do good with food scraps 
Food waste makes up nearly 20 percent of our household trash, yet it doesn’t do any good sitting in a landfill. Instead, food scraps 
could turn into beneficial compost – a soil-like material used to help plants grow. Sign up for the free organics collection program  
to access five drop-off sites throughout Dakota County with more being added this year. 

Organics collection goes beyond backyard composting by accepting meat, bones, dairy products and pizza boxes. Food waste goes  
to a commercial compost facility in Rosemount where it is processed at higher temperatures that kill bacteria and break down  
larger pieces.

Sign up online at www.dakotacounty.us, search organics, call 952-891-7557 or email organics@co.dakota.mn.us. All participants 
receive helpful tips and free compostable bags to use at home.

Local organics drop off 

Lakeville Water Treatment Facility
18400 Ipava Ave., Lakeville
Daily, 5 a.m.-10 p.m. 

Lebanon Hills Regional Park
Holland Lake Trailhead
1100 Cliff Road, Eagan
Daily, 5 a.m.-10 p.m.

Thompson County Park
1200 Stassen Lane, West St. Paul
Daily, 5 a.m.-10 p.m.

Dakota County Transportation Shop
900 County Road 47, Hastings
Daily, 5 a.m.-10 p.m.

The Mulch Store
16454 Blaine Ave. E., Rosemount
Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, 8 a.m.-noon
(seasonal, call ahead)
651-423-4401

drop off locations

The average Dakota County resident creates 2,180 pounds 
of waste each year. Reduce the amount we toss by buying 
used. Donating and shopping at secondhand stores saves 
you money, supports local businesses and helps you create 
unique style. Buying used has an added benefit: it keeps 
our air and waterclean and saves natural resources by not 
having to make new products. 

You can go beyond brick-and-mortar stores to find what you 
need and get rid of what you don’t. Use online outlets to save 
the planet and your wallet.

• NextDoor.com – look in the “For Sale” section
• Facebook.com - for neighborhood buy/sell groups and Marketplace
• Craigslist.com
• E-bay.com - choose “used” as a filter option
• Amazon.com - choose “used” as a filter option
• thredUP.com - for women and kid clothing and accessories

Use a safe site to exchange in person like a Swap Spot at the  
police or Sheriff departments. Get tips for selling and buying  
used in the Dakota County Reuse Guide at www.dakotacounty.us, 
search reuse guide.
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Center Spread

RECYCLING AT HOME 
These guidelines apply to residents in Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

Paper & Cardboard
Staples and plastic in window envelopes 
okay. Flatten boxes.

• Newspaper and inserts

• Magazines and catalogs

• Mail and office papers

• Corrugated cardboard

• Paperboard (e.g., cracker boxes)

Glass Bottles and Jars
Empty & dry, labels okay

Plastic Bottles, Containers 
and Jugs
Empty & dry, caps on, labels okay

• Containers numbered 1, 2 or 5

• Soda, juice and water bottles

• Milk and juice jugs

• Margarine, cottage cheese, cream
cheese and other tubs and lids

• Laundry detergent bottles and jugs

• Clear berry and produce containers

Metal Can
Empty & dry, labels okay

• Aluminum, tin, and steel cans

Cartons
Empty & dry 

• Milk and juice cartons

• Soup, broth, and wine cartons

• Juice boxes

651-905-4520
3365 Dodd Road
Eagan, MN

Household Hazardous Waste Area
Paint, cleaners, chemicals, batteries, 
gasoline, automotive fluids and  
fluorescent bulbs accepted for free 
(households ONLY)

Recycling (Free)
Glass bottles and jars, plastic  
bottles/jugs/tubs, metal cans,  
paper, cardboard, scrap metal  
and cooking oil

Home Sharps
Sharps (needles, syringes, lancets) in a 
rigid, sealed container with the label 
“Do not recycle: household sharps.” 
Accepted for free from residents only.

Electronics Recycling
Computers & accessories, laptops, 
VCRs, DVD players and game systems 
(Free households ONLY). Small  
household electronics such as toasters, 
coffee makers, hair dryers and vacuum 
cleaners are also accepted. Remove 
batteries and glass parts. TVs and 
“computer monitor fee: $10/each

Not Accepted: major appliances, 
microwaves, exercise equipment, hu-
midifiers, dehumidifiers, water heaters, 
medical waste.

Reuse Zone
Products brought in for disposal— 
such as paint, cleaners, fertilizers and 
solvents—are available for free to  
visitors if they are still useable.

Check out these other services: 

· Eyeglasses Recycling

· Lead Sinker Exchange

· Mercury Thermometer Exchange

For a full list of items that can be  
disposed of at The Recycling Zone,  
go to www.dakotacounty.us and 
search “materials accepted.”

Services Offered at The Recycling Zone 
A valid driver’s license is required to bring items to The Recycling Zone.

Leave these out

• Batteries
• Black plastic
• Clothing and textiles

• Electronics
• Food
• Diapers

• Plastic bags and film
• Shredded paper

• Tanglers (e.g., chains,
extension cords, hoses,
string lights)

www.dakotacounty.us 
Search: Recycling Zone

Wed: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Thurs: Noon – 8 p.m.
Fri: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sat: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Tarjumaadda Af-Soomaaliga, booqo www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org  //  Para la traducción al español, visita www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org
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You can help protect ponds and lakes by watching for signs of pollution around your neighborhood storm drains or in 
the ponds themselves. Pollution spills or intentional dumping may be rare but does occur and is reported every year. 
Most often, it occurs when pollution ends up in a storm drain and is transported to the pond through the underground 
storm sewer system. 

Signs of a spill or dumping could be an unusual coloration to the water when it enters the pond or staining around the 
storm drain. Examples of pollutants that have been dumped in the past are paint, carpet cleaning waste water and 
motor oil. Reporting spills allows City staff to investigate and clean up the pollution if caught early enough.

If you suspect a pollution spill has occurred, notify the Public Works Department at 952-895-4550 or contact 9-1-1 after 
normal working hours. 

Residents can also participate in a fun volunteer opportunity to help raise 
awareness about protecting lakes and ponds – through our storm drain stenciling 
program. Large or small groups are welcome to sign up. Stenciling kits are 
provided by the City. 

Submit a project request form and learn more at www.burnsvillemn.gov/stencil.

If you are looking for a fun service opportunity this summer, consider joining Burnsville’s wetland monitoring team. 
Volunteers get to experience Burnsville nature in a unique way – by visiting beautiful wetlands in local natural areas 
and surveying the plants and critters that live in them. No experience is needed – volunteers participate in multiple 
trainings and work as a team. Volunteers across Dakota County take part in this program, and the data gathered 
helps us track wetland health. COVID-19 safety measures will be practiced by the volunteer group. 

This is a Dakota County volunteer program, with volunteer support 
provided by the City. Learn more and sign up at www.mnwhep.org. 

This is a great opportunity for those seeking:
• Professional experience in the environmental field
• Community service opportunities
• A fun way to explore Burnsville natural areas

Wetland Volunteers Needed – No experience, no problem!

See a Spill? Let Us Know! – Protect Your Pond From Pollution

The City’s annual Drinking Water Report is available at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/waterreport.

Individuals may request a paper copy by calling 952-895-4550.

Drinking Water 
Certified Safe
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Water pollution can come from all properties in Burnsville. Everyone can play a role in keeping our waters clean and 
healthy. Here are some tips how: 

Top 3 Things You Can Do To Protect Ponds and Lakes

Prevent Soil Erosion
Excess sediment in water is a 
pollutant. Do your part by using 
erosion control during yard projects 
to prevent soil runoff. Fill in bare soil 
with hardy low maintenance grass 
varieties or native plants.   

Capture Your Runoff
Stop it at the source — prevent 
polluted water from your roof or 
driveway from entering the storm 
drain by adding a small raingarden 
or rain barrel. It makes a big impact! 
If you need help getting started, 
check out the Landscaping for Clean 
Water Workshop (page 4). 

Green Your Lawn in a Green Way
You can help by buying phosphorus-
free fertilizer at the store (state 
law restricts the use of phosphorus 
fertilizer) and reduce your fertilizer 
use to the recommended rate 
(to prevent excess nutrients from 
entering our lakes and ponds). Visit          
www.mda.state.mn.us for more info on 
greening your lawn in a green way.

1 2 3

And always remember to clean up after your pet! Your dog’s waste harbors harmful 
bacteria and boosts algae growth in ponds. Plus no one likes to step in dog poo. So bring 
a bag – or two – and don’t let those droppings wash down a storm drain.

Natural Resources Master Plan Update
The City will be working on updating its Natural Resources Master Plan 
throughout the year. The plan, last revised in 2007, lays out goals and priorities 
to guide the stewardship of local natural resources, including the management 
of natural areas in City parks, programs to support private property land 
management and public education priorities related to natural resources. 

Your opinion matters! Provide feedback to guide the plan update process by 
taking an online survey. Your opinion matters! Everyone is welcome to participate, no matter what your level of 
knowledge and participation is in our natural areas and wetland programs. Make your voice heard – survey closes 
on May 17.  

To learn more, find updates and fill out the survey, visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/naturalresources.
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Are You Being Smart About Water Irrigation?
Save Money and Water with a Smart Controller
Your in-lawn irrigation system could be wasting water and money. Most sprinklers run on a timer, but they don’t take 
into account whether or not the lawn actually needs watering. 

Irrigation systems can run too long or too often – leading to overwatering. This can be a drain on your water bill, a 
waste of water, and create shallow root systems that are bad for your lawn. 

Smart irrigation controllers – which can be purchased at most home improvement stores – act like a thermostat for your 
sprinkler system. They use local weather reports and forecasts to determine how much it has rained in recent days and 
how much it’s expected to rain. Using this information, the controller can then turn on and off automatically when it will 
be most effective for the lawn.

Water Bill Credit Available
For the third year, Burnsville residents can receive a credit of up to $200 on their water bill by purchasing and 
installing a smart irrigation controller.

To request a credit, residents must:
• Have an in-lawn irrigation system that is connected to the City’s water supply
• Purchase and install a WaterSense-certified smart irrigation controller (controllers can 

be purchased from Jan. 1 – July 31, 2021)
• Fill out and submit an online request at www.burnsvillemn.gov/water
• Include a photo/scan of the receipt/proof of purchase
• Include a photo of the irrigation controller’s box showing the WaterSense logo
• Include a photo of the irrigation controller installed at your home

Irrigation controllers require a smart phone for set up and a Wi-Fi connection to monitor 
weather conditions.

To request a credit visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/water. Requests are due by Friday, July 30.

Look for the WaterSense 
logo when purchasing 
your controller.

Did you know...? 
Watering lawns daily can actually be harmful by causing grass plants to develop very shallow roots. This makes 
them less tolerant to drought, increases need for watering frequently and decreases the amount of nutrients that can 
be absorbed. By watering less often and more deeply, grass plants develop deeper roots, require less frequent 
watering and are healthier. Watering restrictions help ensure an adequate water supply in the hot summer months. 
Burnsville’s watering restrictions are in effect from April 1 to Sept. 30.

• Homes with even-numbered addresses may water their lawns before 11 a.m. or after 3 p.m. on even-
numbered calendar dates and on the 31st of a month

• Homes with odd-numbered addresses may water their lawns before 11 a.m. or after 3 p.m. on odd-
numbered calendar dates

• No lawn or garden sprinkling or other irrigation can take place between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. on any day
• Hand-watering of flower pots/baskets and gardens is permitted at any time
• Residents with newly seeded lawns or new sod and landscaping can request a 20-day exemption by calling 

952-895-4550

Odd-Even Days for Lawn Watering Starts Now 
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SEASONAL JOBS
Apply online at

NOW HIRING 

burnsvillemn.gov/jobs

Roadwork Season is About to Begin
A friendly reminder that Burnsville street projects will start in early May and run 
through fall. Specific neighborhood projects were outlined in the winter edition of 
the Bulletin and can be found online at www.burnsvillemn.gov/roadwork.

On that website, you can
• Sign up for email and text notices for the areas that affect your commute
• View an interactive map of Burnsville street projects
• Learn about projects planned for in the near future
• Link to additional County and State construction projects

If you have additional questions on Burnsville’s street improvement program, reach out 
to our Engineering Department at 952-895-4534.

Spring Hydrant Flushing
City-owned fire hydrants are flushed in the spring and fall to ensure they are in working order for fire protection 
and to remove mineral deposits that may accumulate in water mains. This process will begin in mid-to-late April and 
continue through May. Hydrant flushing takes place between 5 a.m. and 6 p.m., typically Monday through Friday.

What to Expect
Most residents won’t notice much difference in their daily lives during hydrant 
flushing; however, it can stir up mineral deposits and may temporarily cause:

• Changes in water flow patterns and water pressure
• Increased chlorine odor
• Discolored water

Hydrant flushing does not create health concerns. If discolored water is present, residents may correct the problem 
by opening all cold water faucets and allow them to run at the same time until the water clears. During hydrant 
flushing, residents are encouraged to check the color of their water prior to doing laundry. Discolored water may stain 
clothes, particularly whites. Rust remover is available from the Burnsville Maintenance Facility if your laundry becomes 
discolored as a result of hydrant flushing. For more information and general hydrant flushing questions, contact the 
Burnsville Maintenance Facility at 952-895-4550.

17



Water lovers will go crazy with new features planned to 
be unveiled in July at Nicollet Commons Park. Patrons will 
see water domes, vertical fountains, additional dancing 
waters, LED lighting and a sound system added to what 
was already a fun splash park.

“Nicollet Commons Park and Lions Splash Pad at Cliff Fen 
Park are both in the top five splash pads in Minnesota,” 
Garrett Beck, Parks, Recreation and Facilities Director 
shared. “The additional features are going to provide 
an opportunity to make a day at Nicollet Commons Park 
even more fun than it was before.”

The enhancements came hand-in-hand with the need to 
update and overhaul 20 year-old mechanical systems that 
serve the park. That work provided a perfect opportunity 
to reflect on park use and create a plan to improve visitor 
experience. 

How it will work
The water features will run in zones. Different areas will 
be activated for varying lengths of times and feature 
placement allows the ability to walk across the plaza 
without getting wet. There will also be an activator post 
that can be used to start features manually.

The evolution of water at Nicollet Commons Park
The water was intended to be a passive feature in the 
original park design. A calm oasis in the Heart of the City 
with sounds of running water, sculptures and beautiful 
scenery. After the park opened, visitors were drawn to 
play in the shallow waters. So, users led the park in a new 

unforeseen direction. The park evolved over the years. It 
now holds pool status with treated water and maintenance 
requirements. 

For more information on Burnsville parks visit, 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/parks.

Waterworks Parents Will Look Forward To
Nicollet Commons Park Makes an Even Bigger Splash this Summer

Friends and families enjoying the popular water features during the June 2019 Party on the Plaza event.

Construction Timeline
If everything goes according to schedule, we 
plan to re-open the splash pad at Nicollet 

Commons Park by July 4.

Watch the City website for updates on this 
project and announcements for future community 

events at Nicollet Commons Park.
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Understanding 9-1-1 for Police, Fire and 
Emergency Medical Requests
There was a time, for many years, we were taught calling 
9-1-1 was for emergencies only. That all changed in 
2008 with the opening of the Dakota Communications 
Center. Today, in Dakota County, 9-1-1 should be called 
for any situation which requires the response of police, 
fire or emergency medical personnel, including non-
emergency situations such as reporting a crime, a traffic 
situation or suspicious activity.  

For some of us, it still feels odd to call 9-1-1 for non-
emergency situations. Perhaps we question the urgency of 
our call or feel concerned about distracting a dispatcher 
from a more urgent situation. Dispatchers answering 
9-1-1 calls are trained to ask appropriate questions 

to assure the proper level of response so emergencies 
receive the highest priority. You should not hesitate or feel 
uncomfortable to call 9-1-1 for a non-emergency, police 
or fire related situation.

For more information about 9-1-1, visit the Dakota 
Communications Center website at www.mn-dcc.org.

Lights On! Continues to Brighten Burnsville
Many people are experiencing financial hardships like 
they never have before, and fixing car lights may not be 
high on the “need to buy” priority list. That is where the 
City of Burnsville has the opportunity to help. The City 
has partnered with the Lights On! initiative and Crosstown 
Auto Repair (900 W. Burnsville Parkway) since 2019, to 
ease the financial burden of car light repair.

Safer Roads and a Little Extra Help  
Lights On! – funded in part by Minnesota non-profit 
MicroGrants – provides Burnsville patrol officers vouchers 
to carry in their squad cars that can be provided to 
individuals who may need financial assistance repairing 
or replacing a broken or burned out vehicle light. 

“I’ve been back on Patrol for two months and in that 
time I’ve had the opportunity to share at least 10 – 15 
vouchers,” Sergeant Dan Anderson said. 

Anderson smiled as he spoke about how surprised and 
appreciative recipients were. “It’s a tough time right now. 
It feels great to be able give back to the community in 
that way and it helps keep the roads safer.” 

How Does Lights On! Work?
• Police hand you a voucher that is good for a FREE car 

light repair
• The voucher covers fixing your headlight, taillight, 

brake light or turn signal light
• Make an appointment at Crosstown Auto Repair (or 

any other participating auto repair center) and they 
fix the light for FREE.

Lights On! is a Minneapolis-based non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping low-income individuals break the cycle 
of poverty. For more information visit www.lightsonus.org. 

Sergeant Dan Anderson has handed out 10 – 15 Lights On! 
vouchers since Jan. 1.
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Watch for Additional Homeowner Resources
www.burnsvillemn.gov/homeowner

The City of Burnsville has partnered with the Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) to promote a popular energy 
efficiency program designed to help reduce our community’s energy use and save money on your utility bills. The City 
is paying half the cost for a home energy audit for the first 200 residents that schedule a visit.

The first step is a free virtual visit with the Home Energy Squad (HES). During the virtual visit, an energy consultant 
will guide you on a walk-through assessment of your home via video chat. You will receive energy-saving tips to start 
saving energy right away and recommendations for next steps.

Once your virtual visit is complete, the HES team of experts will help you take your next step. There are two types of 
in-home visits. Energy Saver visits – discounted to $35 – are typically for newer homes, and Energy Planner visits – 
discounted to $50 – are for homes built before 2000.

A two-person team of energy consultants will evaluate your energy savings and, depending on your needs, The HES 
experts may also:

• Install free materials such as LED bulbs, a programmable thermostat, door and attic hatch weather stripping,   
high-efficiency showerhead and faucet aerators

• Inspect your insulation 

• Perform a blower door testing and thermal imaging

• Complete a combustion safety test and carbon monoxide check

• Provide you with a customized report with additional recommendations 

Whether you’re a new homeowner, or have lived in your home for decades, Home Energy Squad can help you reduce 
energy waste and improve comfort. To schedule an appointment for a Home Energy Squad visit call 651-328-6220 or 
visit www.mncee.org/hes.

Home Energy Squad is provided by CenterPoint Energy and Xcel Energy and delivered by the Center for Energy and 
Environment (CEE), a Minnesota nonprofit.

Introducing Home Energy Squad
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Address Numbers
Help police, firefighters and paramedics find your 

home during an emergency. Address numbers on the front 
of your home should be at least four inches high and a 
color that stands out to be seen day and night.

Exterior Storage
Winter, spring, summer or fall – there’s always a 

season in Minnesota for recreational vehicles such as 
boats, snowmobiles and ATVs. These vehicles can be 
stored outside on a trailer. Other items such as bicycles, 
toys, lawn furniture and grills can be left out, but ideally 
should be stored behind the house, in a shed or garage. 

Home-Based Businesses
Burnsville welcomes home-based businesses! 

However, the exterior parking of trailers or equipment 
associated with a home business is not allowed. Find 
resources to help grow your business at  
www.burnsvillemn.gov/business.

Lawns
Summer can get busy, but don’t forget to show your 

lawn some love. Lawns must be mowed and maintained 
at a length no greater than eight inches. Residents and 
businesses are responsible for maintaining boulevard 
grasses. Got a green thumb? Learn about environmentally 
friendly landscaping and pollinator lawns at  
www.burnsvillemn.gov/nativeplants. 

General Maintenance
For everyone’s safety, keep structures free of 

hazards and in good condition. Regularly check and 
maintain areas like fences, sheds, retaining walls, building 
walls, soffits, door/window trim, fascia, dead trees, 
gutters and sidewalks.

Overnight On-Street Parking
Cars and trucks parked on the street overnight pose 

public safety hazards and obstruct public service vehicles 
like ambulances and snow plows. That’s why on-street 
parking is prohibited from 2 – 6 a.m. daily. Temporary 
permits may be requested from the Police Department at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/parking.

Vehicles
It’s the perfect time of year to show off your car, 

truck or vintage hot rod. Park those vehicles on the 
driveway or in your garage. All parked vehicles must be 
drivable and have up-to-date registration.

RVs, boats and trailers, utility trailers, etc. may be parked 
on the driveway up to 14 consecutive days. If you won’t 
be getting some use out of those vehicles for a while, 
they should be stored behind the front of the house on a 
parking pad. Parking on the grass is not permitted.

Trash
Trash your trash – properties should be clear of all 

trash, including brush and yard clippings. Trash bins should 
be stored in a garage or behind the front of the house. 
Be sure to control the overflow and keep trash contained 
inside the bins.

Questions on property maintenance or looking for 
additional information? Learn more online at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/property or give us a call at 
952-895-4440.

Have a concern? Reach out to us!
• Submit your request or concern online at          

www.burnsvillemn.gov/request
• Send us an email at code@burnsvillemn.gov

Neighbors Belong Here

1

We all value the safety and beauty of our community, and it takes all of us to be a good neighbor and do our part to 
maintain our home and yards. 

Here are a few of the most common issues that arise:

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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Support for Business Start-ups

Welcome to These New Burnsville Businesses

If you have a new business in Burnsville contact Economic Development Specialist Beth Weber at 
952-895-4455 or beth.weber@burnsvillemn.gov to schedule a welcome visit.

• Action Care Healing & Wellness
• TJ Maxx and HomeGoods

• Guy Fieri’s Flavortown               
Ghost Kitchen

The City of Burnsville has launched a new economic development e-newsletter – 
Opportunity Belongs Here! The newsletter highlights business resources, news and events 
aimed at keeping Burnsville business owners, employers, real estate professionals and 
other stakeholders informed of City happenings.

Signing up is easy! Visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/business.

Looking for Local Business News?

The 2,500 successful businesses that call Burnsville 
home had to start somewhere. Starting a new business 
may seem overwhelming especially if that is something 
you have never done before. Consider reaching out to 
Open to Business to get started on the right foot. 

The City of Burnsville partners with Dakota County and the Metropolitan Consortium 
of Community Developers (MCCD) to offer the Open to Business program which 
provides local resources free of charge to prospective business owners to tap into 

as they dive into their new or next business venture. Resources range from workshops to one-on-one consultation. Open 
to Business can assist in identifying business financing needs, developing a business plan and providing marketing 
resources. 

Open to Business consultant hours are by appointment. Appointments can be made by emailing Natalie Mouilso at 
nmouilso@mccdmn.org or calling 952-451-6390.

Learn more at www.mccdmn.org/open-to-business.

See What’s Building in Burnsville!
The City’s redevelopment map allows you to explore construction, development and 
redevelopment projects happening around the City. 

Explore projects at www.burnsvillemn.gov/business.
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The Burnsville Police Department is excited to introduce their 
newest K-9 team, Officer Tim Pfaff and Blaze.  

“The name Blaze is a tribute to our hometown team,” says 
handler Officer Tim Pfaff, who just happens to be one of 
about 14 Burnsville High School alumni currently serving in 
the Burnsville Police Department. “I love dogs. I love working 
with dogs. This partnership has been my long-time goal.”

Blaze is a German Shepherd-Malinois mix and is currently 
about 17 months old. He’s new to the country, having arrived 
at the beginning of February from Slovakia where he was 
bred specifically for police work. Officer Pfaff spends every 
day introducing Blaze to new environments and exposing him 
to new things in preparation for the training ahead. And they 
spend quality time together regularly in the police squad and 
down time in the kennel at home. Blaze is now part of Officer 
Pfaff’s family.

Obedience training for Blaze has been underway since his 
arrival. Blaze and Officer Pfaff also began specialized 
training on March 8 at the Police K-9 Academy in Buffalo, 
Minnesota. This 12-week program will teach Blaze key skills in tracking, apprehension and narcotics detection.

Police K-9s play an important role in law enforcement. Their superior sense of smell and the ability to recognize and 
respond to a wide variety of scents allow them to locate persons and contraband much more efficiently and effectively 
than humans.

“These dogs are amazing and a great asset to our department,” says Pfaff. “And they are a great de-escalation tool. 
I’ve seen many situations where the presence of a police canine is enough to facilitate a peaceful apprehension.” 

Officer Pfaff has seen his fair share of police K-9s in action. He joined Burnsville Police in 2011 as a Community 
Service Officer, became a Police Officer in January 2012, and has been a decoy for canine training and 
demonstrations for four years as he prepared for this new role. 

Officer Pfaff and Blaze will join Burnsville’s current Police K-9 team of Officer Lauren Smith and 
her K-9 partner Jet. Together these two teams will provide daily service to the community. The 
Burnsville Police K-9 Unit was started in 1982 with a dog named Starsky. Blaze is the 15th dog to 
serve the department.

Watch for opportunities to meet Blaze and Jet at various community events this summer and fall.

Learn more about the Burnsville Police Department K-9 Unit at www.burnsvillemn.gov/K9.

Burnsville Police Welcome  
a New K-9 Partner

Officer Pfaff and Blaze before a ride-along shift in 
late February as Blaze gets acquainted with his police 
cruiser and new role.

Meet Blaze, a new addition with a familiar name

K-9 Jet began 
service in 2017.

23



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #44

Burnsville, MN

ECRWSSEDDM
Postal Customer

City of Burnsville
Burnsville Bulletin

100 Civic Center Parkway
Burnsville, MN 55337-3817

ECRWSS




