
During the summer, Burnsville residents and businesses use more than 2.5 times as 
much water as they do in the winter. To make sure residents have enough water 
during the hot summer months, the City of Burnsville has a midday watering ban, 
and uses an odd-even lawn and garden watering policy now through Sept. 30.

• Odd address? Water on odd-numbered days (July 1, 3, 5, 7, etc.)
• Even address? Water on even-numbered days (July 2, 4, 6, 8, etc.)
• Both addresses can water on the 31st of the month
• No watering (except hand watering) is allowed 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. ANY DAY

Visit www.burnsville.org/watering for more details.
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Comments and questions about this 
issue of the Burnsville Bulletin can be 
sent by mail to the Communications 
Department, by phone to  
952-895-4402 or email to  
marty.doll@burnsvillemn.gov.Bu
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Information on upcoming City Council 
and Commission meetings, as well as 
live and on-demand meeting videos 
can be found at 
www.burnsville.org/meetings.

Meetings are subject to change and 
cancellation. Unless noted, all meetings 
will be televised on Burnsville Civic 
Channel 16 and HD Channel 859, and 
streamed online.
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Burnsville Drinking Water is Again Certified Safe
Annual Report Available Online 
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• Neighborhood Buckthorn Pickup
• Buckthorn-Munching Goats Coming to 
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• Attract Pollinators to Your Garden
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The City of Burnsville’s annual Drinking Water Report is available online.  
The results from 2017 testing once again show that Burnsville is providing clean, 
safe drinking water from each of its water sources.

View the full report at www.burnsville.org/waterreport.

Individuals may request a paper copy by calling 952-895-4550.

Burnsville Receives Grant to Support Fluoride in Water
Burnsville is one of 17 communities in the country, and three in Minnesota to 
receive a grant from the National Association of County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to upgrade 
its water fluoridation system. 

Burnsville received $40,000 in grant funds to replace its several decades-old 
fluoride feed system with new pumps, tanks and feed lines at the City’s water 
treatment plant. 

Fluoride helps combat tooth decay by keeping the tooth surface strong. According 
to the CDC, children living in communities with fluoridated water have a 25 
percent less chance of developing cavities than communities without it. 

According to the American Dental Association (ADA), more than 70 years of scientific research has consistently shown 
that an optimal level of fluoride in drinking water is a safe and effective method of preventing tooth decay. 

For more information on the benefits of fluoride in water visit www.ada.org/fluoride.
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Odd-Even Watering Restrictions in Effect

Take Action Now to Stop EAB
In May, Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was confirmed in Burnsville. If left untreated, an 
EAB infestation will kill an ash tree. Property owners should take action now to 
protect their ash trees or make plans to remove them this fall. 

Learn about the discounted treatment rate and ash tree removal guidelines  
at www.burnsville.org/EAB.

Companies hired to do tree work must have a tree contractor license from the City. 
Find the list at www.burnsville.org/forestry.

Adult beetles emerging from an ash tree. 
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• City Hall Upgrades Community Rooms, 

Restrooms and More
• Burnsville’s First Nature Place Area Now 

Open at Terrace Oaks East

View the Drinking Water Quality Report at 
www.burnsville.org/waterreport.

Burnsville’s watering restrictions are in 
effect through Sept. 30.
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The City of Burnsville will hold a municipal primary election on Tuesday, Aug. 14 to narrow the number of City Council 
candidates from six to four.

The Burnsville City Council, which is elected at-large, will have two seats up for election in November. State law allows 
cities to hold a municipal primary if the number of candidates is more than double the number of available seats.

The candidates, in alphabetical order by last name are:

City Council
• Jim Bradrick
• Adam Clapp
• Ryan Fagan
• Kevin Grass
• Dan Kealey*
• Vince Workman

*Incumbent

Burnsville has 17 voter precincts. Please refer to the precinct map on this 
page or visit www.mnvotes.org to locate your polling place. 

Absentee Voting Opens June 29
Absentee voting for the Aug. 14 Primary Election will open on Friday, 
June 29. Residents who wish to vote absentee may do so through  
Monday, Aug. 13 at:

Burnsville City Hall
100 Civic Center Parkway
Monday through Friday
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

City offices will be open for absentee balloting on Saturday,  
Aug. 11 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and until 5 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 13. 

Request an Absentee Ballot
Absentee voting applications may also be completed online, or sent to 
residents electronically. 

Please Note: This refers to the application ONLY. You cannot vote online. 
You will still need to submit your absentee vote by mail or drop off at 
Burnsville City Hall. 

Online:  www.mnvotes.org 
Mail:  Call 952-895-4491  
  or email elections@burnsvillemn.gov 

Completed applications must be mailed, emailed or delivered to 
Burnsville City Hall. Once accepted, you will be mailed an absentee 
ballot. Completed absentee ballots must be returned by mail, or 
dropped off at City Hall by 3 p.m. on Election Day.

Any eligible voter may vote absentee. Absence from the precinct on 
Election Day is no longer a requirement.

Visit www.burnsville.org/elections or contact the City Clerk’s office at 
952-895-4490 for more information.

Burnsville Begins Work on 2019 Budget
City Services

It is important for residents and business owners to understand how 
the City provides services, sets priorities and spends tax dollars. 
These decisions shape the Burnsville community, and have a major 
impact on everyday life. 

Just like any household, the City of Burnsville sets an annual 
budget. Based on community priorities, Burnsville’s budget typically 
puts a heavy focus on important services such as police,  
fire/emergency response, streets and parks.

The City will once again hold a number of public meetings to discuss the tax levy, services and 
priorities. Residents are encouraged to participate by attending meetings – or offering questions, 
comments or suggestions to City staff at www.burnsville.org/budget. 

All City Council meetings begin at 5:30 p.m., are cablecast live and replayed on Burnsville Civic 
Television Channel 16/HD859 (for cable subscribers) and streamed online at  
www.burnsville.org/meetings.    

Help your tax dollars work for you by providing input on the budget process!

For more budget information visit www.burnsville.org/budget.

City Services

Meetings on the 2019 Budget
(Dates are subject to change)

5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 21 Discuss possible level for 

the maximum property 
tax levy

Tuesday, Sept. 4 Adopt the maximum 
property tax levy

Tuesday, Oct. 23 Department budget 
presentations

Late-October Video “Budget Open 
House” available online

Tuesday, Nov. 13 Five-Year Fund Financial 
Statement discussion

Tuesday, Nov. 27 Capital Fund discussion
Tuesday, Dec. 4 Consider adoption of the 

2019 budget

Municipal Primary Election Set for Aug. 14
Voters to Choose City Council Candidates to Move on to General Election
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City Services

City Hall Upgrades Community Rooms, Restrooms and More
With renovations wrapped up in the Burnsville Police Department, facility improvements 
transitioned to City Hall (100 Civic Center Parkway) in February. Updates are now complete to 
the building’s main entrance, main level restrooms and lower level community rooms. 

Main Entrance
The City Hall front entry received a facelift with upgrades in design and materials that match 
the modernized Police Department entry. The bronze/brown colors provide consistency with the 
existing color palette and updated City branding. 

Main Level Restrooms
Main level restrooms were gutted and upgraded. The upgrade included increasing the size 
of stalls and adding one stall in the women’s restroom to comply with 2018 Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.

Community Rooms
The lower level community rooms in City Hall can now be separated into three multi-purpose 
rooms that can also open into one large space, depending on use. The variety of room 
combinations is meant to meet numerous community needs for meetings, receptions and 
trainings.

Each room is equipped with audio/visual capabilities – including a sound system, computer and projector – which can be used separately or synced 
between all rooms if the space is open. Two rooms have a carpeted surface, which is softer, more inviting and provides better acoustics. One room has 
a hard surface floor for food service. This provides easy clean-up of food and can double as a dance floor. In total, the combined community room 
space is 3,800 sq. ft.

The Burnsville City Hall Community Rooms are now available for rental. For information on reserving the Community Room or other City facilities call 
952-895-4501. For more information on the Burnsville’s facility improvement projects visit www.burnsville.org/build. 

Recreation Highlight:

Burnsville’s First Nature Play Area Now Open at Terrace Oaks East
In June, Burnsville celebrated the grand opening of a new “nature play area” in Terrace 
Oaks East Park (12650 Parc Drive). Nature play areas offer visitors an opportunity to 
engage in creative and unstructured play with natural elements such as sticks, logs and rocks. 

Burnsville’s Recreation staff spent two years researching and discovering best practices on 
nature play areas while discussing the best way to bring these spaces to the community. 
Terrace Oaks East Park was chosen as the location for the City’s first nature play area 
because of the park’s unique amenities. 

“Terrace Oaks is a gem,” explained Parks, Recreation & Facilities Director Garrett Beck. 
“Visitors already come to the park to use the playground, picnic area, athletic fields and 
trails. Now, those visitors can be exposed to the benefits of nature play. In addition, families 
who come to experience the nature play area may decide to take advantage of other park 
amenities such as the hiking, biking and cross country skiing trails.”

Why Nature Play?
Many of Burnsville’s parks already have traditional playgrounds, but nature play areas 
offer unique benefits. Studies show that spending time outdoors can increase happiness, creativity, confidence, imagination and fitness. It can also 
reduce stress and fatigue. This is especially true for children who are spending less and less time outside.

“I’ve watched my own children play in these spaces, and I’ve seen firsthand how creative and free they are,” said Beck.
 

The cost of building a nature play area is minimal. All of the materials were sourced from other City projects. Logs or boulders that had to be removed 
from other parks or development areas were collected for use in the nature play area.

While the cost impacts are important, the biggest benefit of nature play areas may not be seen for years to come. Today’s children who grow up 
playing in nature are more inclined to become future stewards and protectors of Burnsville’s natural environment.

A Year-Round Adventure
Many of the materials used in the nature play area can be moved around – allowing visitors of 
all ages to climb, jump, build and explore in their own way. Materials include:

• Large climbing logs and rocks
• Large sticks for building
• Log trails
• Tree cookies (small slices of logs that can be used for building)
• Painted animal tracks
• Limestone block benches

If the nature play area is successful at Terrace Oaks East, Burnsville may look to provide 
additional nature play areas in other City parks.

The nature play area is open daily from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Learn about Terrace Oaks East as well as Burnsville’s other parks and amenities at 
www.burnsville.org/facilities. 

The entrance to City Hall is one of the recent enhancements made 
during construction.

Large sticks can be used to create forts and other structures.

A variety of boulders and logs allow visitors to climb and balance.
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Community Enrichment

The International Festival of Burnsville (IFB) provides 
an opportunity to become a part of a variety of 
cultures, one half-hour at a time. 

Attendees will experience a day filled with cultural 
music, dance and food from around the world. 
Participants can toe-tap to upbeat New Orleans 
Jazz, a mariachi band, Indian/Balkan, Irish folk, 
Cambodian, Somali, Bengali Rock and Afro-Latin 
fusion performances. 

In addition to musical and dance performances, the 
festival will highlight ethnic food; cultural exhibits; 
and a family activity area with henna tattoos, face 
painting and more. The “Our Lives: A Universal Experience” art exhibit will also be on display in the 
Ames Center Gallery. 

Raffle tickets are on sale for $10 each at Burnsville City Hall (100 Civic Center Parkway) and during 
the International Festival to support the event. Participants need not be present to win. The grand 
prize is a round-trip airline ticket to any of the 48 continental states.

The festival is sponsored by the Burnsville Lions Club, Clean Water Land & Legacy Amendment, 
Minnesota Regional Arts Council, Comcast, UTC Aerospace and the City of Burnsville.

To find out more about the 2018 International Festival of Burnsville visit  
www.intlfestburnsville.org or follow them on Facebook @intlfestburnsville.

International Festival Brings Rhythms of the World July 21

When: Saturday, July 21 • 3 – 9 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park

12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE admission; food for purchase

Crowd favorite “Rince na Chroi” will bring Irish Dance back 
to this year’s International Festival.

2018 IFB Performers

• Jack Brass Band (New Orleans)
• Mariachi Centenario de MN (Mexican)
• Fatang (Northern Indian/Balkan Fusion)
• Rince na Chroi (Irish)
• Wattanak Troupe (Cambodian)
• Somali Dance Troupe (Somali)
• MinneFusion (Bengali Rock)
• Malamanya (Afro-Latin)
• Roving Artist – Stand-up Stilts

Do you know someone who has helped make Burnsville a better place to 
live, work and raise a family? Big or small, community building comes in a 
variety of shapes and sizes. 

The Burnsville City Council is currently accepting nominations for its 
2018 Community Builder Award. The recognition is presented each year 
to individuals, community groups and businesses who – through their 
volunteer or work life – build a brighter future for Burnsville.

Awards will be presented during the Burnsville City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 2 at 5:30 p.m.

Examples of community building include displaying environmental 
stewardship, working with youth, teaching/mentoring, contributing to 
events and building community pride. 

The award has no age limit and has been presented to individuals from 
youth to senior citizens. Burnsville residency is not required.

Submit a Nomination
• Online at www.burnsville.org/communitybuilder 
• Send a typed or printed letter, including the name of the nominee, 

your contact information and reason for the nomination to:

Community Builder Award
City of Burnsville
100 Civic Center Parkway
Burnsville, MN 55337 

For more information contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at 
952-895-4490 or 
macheal.collins@burnsvillemn.gov. 

Nominations Open for Burnsville Community Builders

Who: All ages – individuals, 
community groups or 
businesses

When: Nominations close 
Friday, Aug. 31 
at 4:30 p.m.

Fire Muster Rolls Into Town 
Sept. 5 – 8

Heart of the City Race Sept. 8
5K, 10K, 15K and Kids Fun Run
Lace up your running shoes and explore Burnsville’s Heart of the City 
during the annual “Heart of the City: A Run to Remember.” Choose 
your distance on the 5K, 10K and 15K certified courses.

The event began in 2012 as part of the Burnsville Fire Muster. In 
2014, it became “A Run to Remember” after one of the event’s 
founders, Trish Wehling, lost her daughter, Jordan, in a car accident. 
All participants are invited to use the race to celebrate and honor lost 
friends and family. The event welcomes individual racers as well as 
teams.

Race registration includes a long sleeved t-shirt, refreshments, a swag 
bag and entry into a raffle drawing. Proceeds from the race benefit 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Twin Cities and the Kids Feeding Kids 
initiative.

The race is presented by Rixmann Companies, Pawn America 
and LivInn Hotels. Get additional race information and 
register at www.hotcrace.org or follow them on  
Facebook @hotcrace.

When: Saturday, Sept. 8 • Check in begins at 6:45 a.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway

Cost: 15K - $55 • 10K - $45 • 5K - $35 • Kids Fun Run - $10

The annual Burnsville Fire Muster celebration has brought joy to the Burnsville 
community since 1980. For the second year, the Fire Muster will offer free 
admission to all events – ensuring that everyone can enjoy the festival. 

Events kick off on Wednesday evening with a City Block Party. Thursday 
night will feature a craft beer tasting and a classic car show. On Friday 
night, Good for Gary hits the main stage with music that will have 
everyone dancing. Saturday night’s highlight will be a high-energy musical 
performance by 8 Foot 4.

A number of popular, family-friendly events will return, including the 
carnival, Kidz Korner (featuring a live animal exhibit by the Minnesota Zoo), 
community and fire truck parades, and fireworks on Saturday night.

Of course it just wouldn’t be the Fire Muster without Burnsville’s Fire and 
Police departments. Lights will flash and sirens will sound as fire trucks, 
ambulances and police vehicles cruise down the street in Saturday’s fire truck 
parade. Public safety personnel will also be on hand at the festival grounds 
for equipment and Police K-9 demonstrations. 

View a full schedule of events at www.burnsvillefiremuster.org.  
Follow the Burnsville Fire Muster on Facebook (@burnsvillefiremuster) 
and Twitter (@firemuster) for up-to-date information.

When: Sept. 5 – 8
Where: Most events in 

Civic Center Park
Cost: FREE admission to all events
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Community Enrichment

For ticket information visit www.ames-center.com or call 952-895-4680

The Church Basement Ladies: You Smell Barn
Black Box Theater • Sept. 12, 2018 – Feb. 14, 2019 • Tickets: $32-$42 (group discounts available)

Burnsville is proud to welcome the Church Basement Ladies to their residency at the Ames Center! From the 
basement to the barn, the ladies are back and getting busy with life outside the kitchen. After the last hotdish 
is served and the coffee pot is drained, these steadfast women head to their homesteads, peel off their good 
girdles, and get down to the business of picking eggs and dusting their knickknacks. You Smell Barn celebrates 
rural life in the 1950s with plenty of crazy antics, loads of fresh laughs and spanking new original songs.

Ole and Lena: Ole Runs for Office
Black Box Theater • July 24 – 26 at 1 p.m. • Tickets: $20 (group discounts available)

It’s time again for Muskrat Lodge 3412 to elect its officers, and Ole has decided to throw his hat in the ring. He’ll 
be running against longtime nemesis, Knut Knutson, lodge president for the past 20 years. Will Lena talk Ole 
out of the political limelight or cave to the glamour of being “first lady of the lodge?” Can Ole and Sven make 
it through the election without causing an international Muskrat Lodge investigation? Be a part of the political 
craziness when you, the audience, determines the outcome in this laugh riot.

Upcoming Events

Register online at www.burnsville.org/recreation and click “Online Registration,” by phone at 952-895-4500 or at City Hall.

Senior Summer Movie Day – “Just Eat It”
Beat the heat, enjoy some treats and relax with a movie.  In this 
documentary, filmmakers and food lovers Jen and Grant dive into 
the issue of food waste.  After catching a glimpse of the billions 
of dollars of good food that is tossed each year, they pledge to 
survive only on food that would otherwise be thrown away. Movie 
presented in partnership with Dakota County. 

Who: Ages 62+
When: Thursday, July 26 • 1 – 3 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE
Registration Deadline: Monday, July 23

Emergency Preparedness Workshop
Are you ready to help yourself and your family 
during an emergency? Learn tips and easy ways to be 
prepared from Burnsville police and fire personnel. 

Wildflower & Wildlife Nature Walk
Learn about the natural 
environment at Rudy Kraemer 
Nature Preserve while looking for 
wildlife and native wildflowers. 
Wear comfortable shoes and 
bring binoculars. Participants 
should expect to walk on gravel 
and woodchip trails.

Who: Ages 62+
When: Thursday, July 19 • 9 – 10:30 a.m.
Where: Rudy Kraemer Nature Preserve, 12799 Chowen Ave. S.
Cost: FREE
Registration Deadline: Monday, July 16

Who: All Ages
When: Tuesday, Oct. 23 • 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE
Registration Deadline: Friday, Oct. 19

Volunteers Needed!
The City of Burnsville is currently seeking volunteers to assist in storm drain stenciling, raising/lowering 
flags at public parks and facilities, and to be trained for Burnsville’s Mobile Volunteer Network (MVN).  

Flag volunteers are asked to help raise and lower multiple flags during designated holidays and 
after proclamations. Volunteers will receive an email or text notification letting them know when and 
where flags need to be raised or lowered.

MVN volunteers provide assistance and support to public safety officials during a disaster or special 
event. Duties include directing traffic; setting up perimeters, shelters and staging areas; missing persons 
searches; basic first aid and more.

Storm drain stenciling volunteers use stencils and 
a map provided by the City to mark storm drains with messages like “Only Rain Down the Drain,” or 
“Dump No Waste, Drains to Lake.” Projects typically take a few hours.

For more information on these and other volunteer opportunities, or to apply to volunteer visit  
www.burnsville.org/volunteer or call 952-895-4575.
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BURNSVILLE BUSINESS CORNER

Development/Redevelopment

Have you ever wondered what career would suit you best? Traitify has the answer. This online, 
visual personality assessment tool will recommend careers, jobs and education based on 
personality and preference.

Procured by the Dakota-Scott Workforce Development Board, Traitify allows users to advance 
through a short series of images, answering “Me” or “Not Me” to generate individualized results 
in about 90 seconds, including:

• A breakdown of how you stack up against Traitify’s seven core personality types. 
• Information about the kinds of people and work environments that help you thrive. 
• Potential work-related strengths and weaknesses. 
• Personalized recommendations for careers. 
• Essential details about each career recommendation, including what level of education you 

need, what to expect in terms of salary, potential job growth and more. 

It’s fun, fast, easy and compatible with a variety of devices. Take the survey at https://tinyurl.com/MNTraitify.

Burnsville has recently launched a new “Commercial Property Search/Map,” that allows realtors, developers 
and land/property owners to submit and browse available commercial properties in Burnsville. 

The map breaks property down into multiple categories including industrial, land, medical, office, retail and 
special use. 

To submit a property available for sale or lease, or to browse available properties visit www.burnsville.org/sites.

Traitify is an online personality assessment tool that 
recommends careers, jobs and education.

Planning for Redevelopment
Burnsville is currently working on an Economic Development Strategic Plan to help guide future redevelopment 
in the city. The plan, expected to be complete in November 2018, will use the recently completed 2040 
Comprehensive Plan to identify development priorities and lay out steps to achieve them.

City staff, the Economic Development Authority, Economic Development Commission and Planning Commission are 
working with consultants from Ehlers & Associates to facilitate community discussions, planning sessions and help 
define future opportunities.

With questions contact Skip Nienhaus at 952-895-4454 or skip.nienhaus@burnsvillemn.gov.

Redevelopment Grant to Help Spur Growth in Burnsville
Earlier this year, Burnsville was awarded a $1.15 million Environmental Legacy Fund (ELF) grant from Dakota 
County. The grant can be used to purchase/assemble land, or demolish buildings to help spur economic 
development. 

The City has begun discussing opportunities for the grant – including purchasing vacant land parcels to assemble 
into larger parcels; demolishing older buildings to allow for new construction; and partnering with a developer to 
acquire/demolish a property that is currently cost prohibitive to redevelop. The City would only approach those wishing to sell when looking to acquire 
land or property. 

The County allocated a total of $3 million dollars in ELF grants, which were limited to cities that contain a landfill in their communities. Funding for the 
grants is provided by “host dollars” paid to the County by landfill owners. 

With questions about economic development in Burnsville contact Skip Nienhaus at skip.nienhaus@burnsvillemn.gov or 952-895-4454.

I-35W Construction Making Travel to Downtown Difficult
It’s been a challenging spring for 
commuters traveling to downtown 
Minneapolis on I-35W. Since June, all 
downtown exits from the northbound 
highway have been closed, and will 
remain so through fall 2018. Access 
to westbound I-94 from northbound 
I-35W is also closed, and many lanes 
will continue to be reduced throughout 
the summer. 

Motorists traveling downtown have 
likely already discovered alternate routes. However, public transit is also 
a great alternative during construction.

Public Transit Options
Minnesota Valley Transit Authority (MVTA) offers 14 express routes to 
downtown Minneapolis on weekdays, 12 of which use the I-35W corridor. 
Riders on these routes can expect longer-than-normal trip times as the 
buses will be detoured on local streets – but it can still beat being stuck in 
traffic in a car.

MVTA is also encouraging commuters to consider routes that connect to 
the Blue Line Train at the Mall of America, including a new route serving 
the Eagan Transit Station. MVTA has also extended select routes to serve 
Burnsville’s Heart of the City Park & Ride and the Burnsville Transit Station 
to provide additional parking options. 

For more information on public transit options in Burnsville visit 
www.mvta.com. For more information on the I-35W construction project and 
to sign up for updates visit www.dot.state.mn.us/35w94.

Welcome to These New 
Burnsville Businesses

• Ambition Taekwondo 
• CPR Cell Phone Repair 
• Escapology 
• L3 Commercial Training 

Solutions 
• Salons by JC 
• The Joint Chiropractic 
• The Modern Sportsman 

If you have a new business in 
Burnsville contact Economic 
Development Coordinator Skip 
Nienhaus at 952-895-4454 or
skip.nienhaus@burnsvillemn.gov 
to schedule a welcome visit.

Looking for a Career? ‘Traitify’ May Have the Answer! 

List and Browse Commercial Properties Online



If you suspect someone is 
illegally dumping pollutants 
into a storm drain or pond – 
notify the City. The report will 
be investigated and clean-up 
action may be possible. 

Signs of dumped pollutants 
include water with strange 
coloration, oily sheen or unusual 
odor. Commonly dumped items 
include paint, motor oil and 
carpet cleaning wastewater.  

To report possible dumping in storm drains call 952-895-4550.
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City Compost Site Open for 
Buckthorn Disposal
Burnsville’s compost site will be open for buckthorn disposal the last 
weekend of every month June through September. The compost site 
will also be open for buckthorn every weekend in October. 

For a map to the compost site, images of buckthorn, removal tips and more 
information visit www.burnsville.org/buckthorn.

Who: Burnsville residents
When: June 30 – July 1; July 28 – 29; Aug. 25 – 26; 

Sept. 29 – 30; Oct. 6 – 7; Oct. 13 – 14; Oct. 20 – 21; and 
Oct. 27 – 28

Time: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: Behind the businesses at 121st Street and Pleasant Avenue
Cost: FREE

Burnsville has been battling 
buckthorn for years, but this 
fall it will enlist some new 
helpers – goats! 

Earlier this year, the City 
approved a pilot project in a 
two-acre area in Civic Center 
Park (near the Burnsville Ice 
Center) to see if goats, along 
with other techniques, can 
help control buckthorn in oak 
savanna restoration projects. 

City crews have already removed large buckthorn and weedy trees from 
the area, and have seeded for native grasses. This fall, buckthorn-busting 
goats will be brought in for several weeks to eat the smaller buckthorn 
saplings, which will reduce the need for herbicides. If successful, the goat 
grazing technique could be repeated for several years.   

Kids, families and anyone interested in this “goaty” initiative will be 
invited to stop by this fall to check on the goats’ progress.  

Keep an eye on the City’s website, Facebook and Twitter accounts for 
updates on when the goats will arrive.  

For more information on buckthorn removal techniques  
visit www.burnsville.org/buckthorn.

Buckthorn-munching goats are headed to 
Burnsville this fall.

Buckthorn-Munching Goats 
Coming to Burnsville

Rain water runs past a stenciled message and into 
a storm drain, headed to the river.

Report Illegal Dumping

Neighborhood Buckthorn Pickup
Removing buckthorn is a challenge, 
but for those looking to help local 
wildlife, prevent erosion and make 
the woods more usable, it’s worth 
the battle. 

Residents are invited to team up 
to organize a buckthorn removal 
project on private property in their 
neighborhood. Groups selected 
for the program will have their cut 
buckthorn picked up by the City 
free-of-charge.   

Neighborhoods must apply and 
be approved to qualify for a free 
pickup. A minimum of 
three participating 
homeowners is 
required. Pick-up 
options may also 
be available for 
individual property 
owners with large lots. 

Applications are due by Tuesday, July 31. For more information or to apply 
visit www.burnsville.org/nominate or call 952-895-4543.

Volunteers are needed to help remove buckthorn from City park land.
Find more information or apply to volunteer at www.burnsville.org/volunteer!

Take Back Your Woods: How to 
Win the Buckthorn Battle

This workshop will be led by Bre Bauerly, land 
manager and invasive species expert with 
Minnesota Native Landscapes, Inc. Bauerly has 
worked on many large and successful buckthorn 
removal and habitat restoration projects 
around the state.  

Participants will learn how to successfully 
remove buckthorn, how to bring back native 
plants and what City programs are available 
to assist with buckthorn removal.

Register online at www.burnsville.org/buckthorn.
Bre Baurerly is an invasive 
species expert with Minnesota 
Native Landscapes, Inc.

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Thursday, Sept. 13 • 6:15 – 7:15 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

Attract Pollinators to Your Garden
Pollinator populations are in decline, 
and they need help. 

Join expert and award-winning 
author Heather Holm for a fascinating 
discussion on the importance of bees 
and other insects in pollinating the 
fruits and vegetables we grow. The 
seminar will also touch on how to use 
native plants to help support your local 
pollinators, and how to attract beneficial 
insects that help control garden pests.

Register online at 
www.burnsville.org/nativeplants.

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Thursday, Aug. 9 • 6:15 – 7:15 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

Bumblebee “buzz” pollinating blueberry 
flowers. Native bumblebees are 
important pollinators of many backyard 
vegetable crops.

Dedicated buckthorn-busting volunteers stand 
next to piles of recently cut buckthorn at Forest 
Heights Park.



Firefighter/Paramedic Chris Walker has been named Burnsville’s first-ever Firefighter of the Year. The 
department implemented the peer nomination program in 2017 to highlight those in the Burnsville fire service 
who go above and beyond.

Walker has been a member of the Burnsville Fire Department for more than five years, often working outside 
of his normal duties to improve training, equipment, and to help make his fellow employees better. 

“Chris is constantly working to improve himself and those around him by taking time to research and practice 
his craft,” said one of his peers who nominated him for the award.  “He is always willing to help anyone with a 
problem or question, and is dedicated to the department and his ‘brother and sister’ firefighters.”

Walker is known to bring enthusiasm and knowledge to his work, oftentimes being the first one to step up and 
lead trainings or encourage activities.  He is an esteemed Fire Training Officer (FTO), helping support new and 
current firefighters in necessary and important training.  As an FTO, he makes sure that new candidates are 
ready to hit the streets, and works hard to prepare them throughout the field training process. 

According to Burnsville Fire Chief B.J. Jungmann, “Walker is the type of Firefighter/Paramedic that others 
should strive to emulate, and one that the people of Burnsville and the surrounding area should be grateful to 
have serving them.”

Congratulations to Burnsville Firefighter Chris Walker, Burnsville’s 2017 Firefighter of the Year. 

For more information on the Burnsville Fire Department visit www.burnsville.org/fire. 
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Public Safety

After a short hiatus due to construction at Burnsville’s City Hall/Police Department, the popular 
Citizens Academy is back for 2018. 

Citizens Academy allows people who live and work in Burnsville to get a behind-the-scenes look 
at local police work and learn about how the community can help prevent crime. The 10-week 
course is taught by Burnsville police officers and offers a wide variety of interactive information.

Class topics include:

• History of the Burnsville Police Department
• Tour of the newly renovated police facilities
• Common police calls, laws of arrest and handcuffing procedures
• Functions of police divisions including patrol, investigations, SWAT, physical evidence team,  

domestic abuse response team, negotiators, bike patrol traffic and K-9 units
• Traffic stop and DWI demonstration
• Officer survival and use of force
• A Taser demonstration and opportunity to shoot in an indoor range

Interested individuals must apply to attend Citizens Academy and pass a background check. 
Chosen participants must also commit to attending all 10 weeks. Space is limited. 
Apply at www.burnsville.org/citizensacademy.

Citizens Academy Provides In-Depth Look at Police Work

Burnsville Firefighter/Paramedic Chris 
Walker poses with his family after receiving 
recognition as Burnsville’s 2017 Firefighter of 
the Year.

Who: Adults ages 18+ who live or work in Burnsville
When: Thursdays, Sept. 13 – Nov. 15 • 6 – 9 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

Chris Walker Named Burnsville’s First Firefighter of the Year

Night to Unite is Tuesday, Aug. 7
Register Parties by July 26

Night to Unite is an annual opportunity for neighbors to get together for good food and good 
company. It is also an opportunity for police officers, firefighters, first responders and City staff to 
make connections with the community. The relationships built at these block parties help strengthen 
neighborhoods and bring awareness to the prevention of crime, drugs and violence.

Burnsville hosts more than 100 Night to Unite parties each year. Parties that sign up through the 
City can request visits from police, fire and City staff; a free Heart Restart CPR training for their 
neighborhood; party handouts and street barricade tape.

Register your neighborhood party early 
to be eligible for great prizes sponsored 
by Outback Steakhouse, Home Depot and 
Walmart! Register at 
www.burnsville.org/ntu. 

When: Tuesday, Aug. 7
Cost: FREE
Registration Deadline: Thursday, July 26
Material pickup at Burnsville City Hall: Monday, Aug. 6

Residents in the Summit Oaks Neighborhood in Burnsville 
enjoy a visit from Mayor Elizabeth Kautz and Police Chief 
Eric Gieseke during 2017 Night to Unite. 
(Photo submitted by Bud Roberts) 

Prescription Drug Drop-Off Box Available
The Burnsville Police Department (100 Civic Center Parkway) is once again home to a Prescription Drug Drop-Off box in its lobby. The box can be 
accessed 24 hours a day, seven days a week for disposal of expired or unused prescription medications. 

The program is meant to help keep these medications from being misused, or ending up in the trash (which can have impacts on groundwater).

Drop-box locations are made possible through the Dakota County Sheriff, Attorney, and Environmental Management Offices, along with the Burnsville Police 
Department. For more information visit www.burnsville.org/police.

Citizens Academy participants learn how to dust for fingerprints.


