
Civic leader and mentor Ken Slipka dies at 67

Published October 31, 20L3 Burnsville Sunfihisweek News

Burnsville's Kenneth Slipka was a businessman, boss, philanthropist and civic leader.
Ask other civic leaders around town and they'll say Slipka was also a mentor in the
ways of giving back to the community,

Slipka, who was president of Burnsville-based company FORCE America and a

longtime supporter of the city's annual Fire Muster festival, died Oct. 22,2A13, after
battling lung cancer. He was 67.

"l'm going to miss Ken almost like a family member," said Jim Marchessault, who chaired the Fire Muster's
executive board from 2005 to 2011.

"He was a giving man, not just in the form of money, but advice," said Marchessauh president of Burnsville-
based Business Card Service lnc. "l thought he was a mentor of rnine. I learned from Ken Slipka."

Slipka was born Aug. 24, 1946 in 5t. Paul. He worked various jobs ta put hintself through Cretin High School
and attended the University of Minnesota. He served in the Army and attended Officers Candidate School in
Fort Benning Ga. ln addition to his active duty, Slipka served more than 20 years with the Minnesota Army
National Guard, said his wife, Linda. He serued in numerous leadership pcsitions, finishing his career as a

division adjutant general. ln 2007 he was brevetted to the rank of colonel by then€ov. Tim Pawlenty.

"l think he felt he was grounded initially in his faith," Linda said. 'Then with the military it provided the
discipline and leadership that was needed so much later on in his life."

The Slipkas moved in 1979 from Sioux Falls, S.D., where Ken was general manager of Pace Manufacturing, to
Burnsville. He had taken a sales position with Mid-America Power Drives, a Minneapolis company he had
worked for in the early'70s.

Slipka worked his way up to generalmanager, president and CEO, retiring in 2004, said Mark Meier, who
worked with him 40 years agp at Mid*America Power Drives and was hired by Slipka in ?000 to serve as FORCE

America's first human resources director. The growing compan!, eventually moved to Burnsville, where it has
three buildings on Cliff Road: the corporate headquarters. a distribution center and a building for the
marketing department.

The company, which sells and manufactures mobile hydraulics, has essentially doubled its sales every five
years since its inception, said Meier, of Burnsville, who retired from FORCE America in August.

FORCE Arnerica emerged from a 1.997 merger between Mid-America Power Drives and Federscn-Sells
Equipment Co. The company has grown from four orfive employees in 1.973, when Slipka and Meierfirst
worked together, to about 300, Meier said. FOfiCE America now has some 14 locations around the country, he

said. Slipka "was very much responsible for the growth," Meier said, adding that his employees "would do
anything for him."

"He had resounding character and he brought on people who were that way,p Meier said. "they stayed with
the company a long time, and they believed in the power of the ESOP {employee stock ownership plan}."

The principal owner of FORCE America before his retirement, Slipka was a founding rnember and twice
president of the Minnesota chapter of the Employee Stock Ownership Association.



Meier credited Slipka with urging him to apply for the human resources job, which he described as a career-

capping highlight professionally and financially.

"As important as all that is, Ken recommended that I get involved in the community," said Meier, who became

deeply involved in the Burnsville Chamber of Commerce, enrolled in a chamber-city leadership academy and

was named the chamber'sZALZ Business Person of the Year. "And because of Ken's suggestion that I become

involved, I have 200 very good friends in Burnsville, some of them among my closest friends, that I would not
have had had it not been for Ken," Meier said.

Slipka never lost the firefighting bug he caught as a young volunteer firefighter in Roseville. ln 1981 he took the
couple's three children to the old Diamondhead Mall in Burnsville to see a firefighting equipment display set

up by local collector Roger Jackson, Linda said.

It was an early version of the Fire Muster, and Slipka got on board. He was a volunteer for and key leader of
the event for more than 30 years. "Ken was there right at the start," Linda said. He became a collector himself,
buying his first retired fire truck - a 1940 GMC LaFrance pumper - in L981, Linda said.

"Ever since then we have had one fire engine or more as part of the family," she said, including the retired
1980 Peterbilt the family still owns. Slipka bought it from the Burnsville Fire Department.

An avid baseball fan with two baseball-playing sons, Slipka was a youth baseball coach and commissioner and

later became director, treasurer and president of Baseball Association L91, which sponsors local Mickey
Mantle, senior Babe Ruth, American Legion and amateur teams. (Richard Vanderlaan, a friend of Slipka's

nicknamed Burnsville's "Mr. Baseball" for his longtime involvement in Arnerican Legion ball and BA 191, died
Sept. 12 at age 76.)

Slipka's community service didn't end with baseball and the Fire Muster. He served with the Early Education

Center Board of his church, 5t. James Lutheran in Burnsville, as well as School District 191's Financial Advisory
Committee, the Burnsville Community Foundation (past president), the lnver Hills Community College board,

the Burnsville Econornic Growth Commission (former chair) and the Dakota County Board of Equalization
(former chair).

Slipka was the Burnsville chamber's Business Person of the Year in 2000 and later served on the chamber

board.

"He was one of the most involved people in the city of Burnsville, I would say in the history of the city," Meier
said.

For as much as he did, "Ken always stayed under the radar," said Ed Delmoro, who served with Slipka on the
board of BA Foundation 191 and the Burnsville Community Foundation. "He did many things, and he donated a

lot of money."

Delmoro said Slipka was one of the first people he encountered when he started volunteering in the
community after retiring 18 years ago. Slipka introduced him to the chamber and the Burnsville Community
Foundation. "ljust couldn't believe what a wonderful man l'd met," said Delmoro, the fundraiser for
Burnsville's annual holiday lighting program in the Heart of the City. "He was younger than me, but I

considered him a mentor."

Slipka is survived by his wife of 40 years; mother, Viola $lipka; daughter, Dawn {Vince) lrlbeck of Sanborn; sons,

Brian (Megan) Slipka, Lino Lakes, and Brent (Allison) Slipka, Roseville; grandchildren, Jacob, Brooke, Elizabeth,

Elsie, Joshua Kenneth, Joseph and Nora; siblings, Donald (Connie), Marilyn (Bill) Kordosky, Cindy (Clark) Opdahl

and Roger (Jackie); brother-in-law, Leman (Tana) Olson; and other relatives and friends. Services were
Tuesday, Oct. 29, at St. James Lutheran Church.


