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A Ripping Good Story

#-frL,t
"The Reburial of Charlie McCarthy"

In the classic old movie Arsenic and Old Lace
Cary Grant spends much of his time trying to
prevent the discovery ofa body (several,
actually).

But our guest this Saturday, historian Larry
Kortuem, is apparently the guy you call when you
wanttofuabody.

Larry is no stranger to the Burnsville
Hlstorical Society. He was one of our very first
speakers and we've been looking forward to
having him back. You see, Larry doesn't just read
about history. He gets his hands diny.

In his last appearance, he shared with us the
story of his loving restoration of the 1867 family
log cabin, a few miles from Mankato. Then he

shared the details that made us laugh and
occasionally squirm; he told us what it was like to
live in a log cabin. (Hint: you were never alone.
Your cabin gave shelter to lots of critters.)

This time Larry, who makes popular historical
presentations all over the region, will share a very
sepecial Minnesota tale.

This is one of those cases where one doesn't
want to say too much and spoil the tale, but here's
enough to whet your appetite.

Charlie McCarthy arrived in the area near
Marysville, MN in 1857 and with his wife
Bridget he set about farming and having a great
big family of 11 children. Bridget died in
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in 1875 and Charlie soldiered on.

Then in 1895 he made a trip for supplies to St.

Peter and on the way home was overtaken by a
vicious storm. Charlie and his team of horses
foundered in a freezing slough. He nearly died
and his feet had to be amputated.

Then, in an example of the journalistic license
of the time the local newspaper spun a
condemnatory morality tale and Charlie went
down in history as, well, a very bad guy. You'll
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The Reburial
hear the details at our
meeting.

More than 100 years later,
a descendant of Mr.
McCarthy's named Emily
Potter was powerfully
moved to discover her
departed relatives, especially
Charlie. A very spiritual
person, Emily felt in her
bones that Charlie's story
needed investigation. She
felt something was not right.

Early on this seemed borne out, when it was
discovered that Charlie seemed to be buried in
two places! Some records had him planted in the
cemetery in Marysville, next to his wife. But
other records had him buried in St. Peter, where
he died at the State Hospital and Asylum.

Emily Potter (along with a documentary film
crew) contacted Larry Kortuem to help sort out
this mystery. Larcy took the case and used both
old-fashioned techniques, like
digging in the archives, but also
new techniques, like ground-
penetrating radar.

As a result,
Charlie is resting peacefully, and we getdlearn
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Both Feet Amputated
The wages of sin are death-while

not death in Charles McCarthy's case,
it would have been much betti:r for him
had he died.

Charles McCarthy is a fanner near
Marysburg. and well known in St.
Peter, in fact known in this city as quite
a character. as he rarely ever visited our
city without leaving aifull as a tick.

He was in St. Peter Dec. 7th, and, of
course, got full, and started for home.
T1 was a cold night, and on the way
Charley fell asleep, and the team 

'

wandered from the road and mired in a
slough, and when Charley came to his
senses both his feet and legs were badly
frozen almost to the knees, and one of 

-

the horses frozen to death.

The unfortunate man crawled to the
home of a Mr. Farrell, where he was
given good care and a physician was
sent for, who did what he could to save
his limbs, but it was unavailing, and
now comes the sand and dreadful result
of the spree that was indugled in once
too often.

On Sunday last Dr. Schultz, of
Elysian, assisted by a physician from
Janesville, amputated both feet, the
patient standing the operation fairly
well, but at present not fully out of
danger.

The wages of sin has made him, if he
Iives, a pittiful cripple for life, to our
mind a condition rose a good deal than
death. Charley is a widower, and we
are very sorry to hear ofhis terrible
misfortune, but he was his own worst
enemy, and has paid the penalty.

about Minnesota's rich history!
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Looking Ahead to October
The 2015 Ames Genter
Exhibition Promises to Be
Better Than Everl

Here we are in mid-April, but the Bumsville
Historical Society is already planning the October
Exhibition. Seems like every week people tell us
they "missed it" last time and heard it was
wonderful. Others say they came multiple times,
bringing friends and relatives.

Comments like that put smiles on our faces
and arnbition in our steps. So what's coming,
starting October 1st?

We like to keep some of our plans a bit secret,

so you'll be surprised, but we can say this. For
those of you who have asked, yes, we will be

bringing back some of the most popular features
of the last Exhibition, including the re-created
kitchen, living room, schoolroom and garage.

Our goal, if you recall, was to make our guests
feel like they'd walked into 1939, they way it
might have looked from Burnsville's perspective.

Just now, we're tying our best to create a
hands-on exhibition of early telephones! The one
pictured has been loaned to us by one ofour
members. We hope to create a working phone
system using phones like this one and a
switchboard which was necessary to call your

Favorite comment from the 1939

Exhibition:

"It was magical. I felt like I walked
right back into my childhood."

Most fun comment, from a five-
year-old who we allowed to type on our
shiny 1939 Underwood:

"Nice computer!"

By the way, we try hard to have
things that kids of all ages can actually
touch.
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It almost looks real, doesn't it?



The 2015 Exhibition
uncle across town. Please contact us if you have
phone equipment we could put to this use!

More ideas are taking shape - we'd love to
have you get involved and be apart of the fun!
And, if you have one of these switchboards,
please call anytime, night or day! We know of
one Bumsville resident who used one very much
like this one!

Fear not, these two will definitely be back this year!
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"&:,:if' Did you know that for onlyheq< 
$20 per year you can be a

member of the Bumsville Historical
Society? You can also set up
sustaining monthly support of as little
as $5 per month.

Burnsville Historical Society
190 River Ridge Circle

Burnsville MN 55337
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The Burnsville Historical Society is a
rnernber-supported, tax-exernpt non-profit
Minnesota corporation.

We rely on rnernber volunteers to record,
preserve, and present rneaningful
inforrnation about Burnsville's history,
whether frorn long ago or 6Just last week."
Our support corrres frorn rnernberships
and contributions frorn people like you!

This newsletter is produced and
distributed free in .pdf forrnatby ernail.
For those who can not receive it by ernail,
we will print and rnail a copy.

Please corne to our rneetings to rneet your
neighbors, and please becorne a rnernber!

Thank2ou to the I90 Riuer Ridge Building in north

Bumsuille for prouiding our he adquarter s

and m,eeting space.


