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I BurnsviNle's Billy Goat Bridge
to be demoilished thls summer
By Rob Hotakainen
StaffWriter

Burnsville's mushrooming develop-
ment will result in the demolition
this summer of the Billy Goat Bridge,
a 78-year-old wooden bridge that has
become a historical institution in the
city.

The wooden bridge on Burnsviile
Pkwy. spans a railroad line on the
city's west side. Once an impressive
solid structure, the narrow hump-
backed bridge now is antiquated and
has hindered new construction near-
by, city officials say.

"It's going down because it's old and
narrow and it's structurally defi-
cient," said Charles (Chuck) Sig-
gerud, the city's public works direc-
tor. "We've been talking about it for
a good number of years. Now the
development is occurring."

The bridge had been designed to han-
dle tra{hc ofthe early 1900s: horses,
buggies, sieighs and the early auto-
mobiles. It once served as a crossing
point to Minneapolis and Savage for

resid:ents in southern and western
Burnsville.

Pilings and the deck of the bridge
have been replaced many times since
the landmark went up in 1909, but
city ofiicials say the bridge is not
suited for modern traffic.

It has a lO-ton weight limit, about
one-fourth of the legal maximum ca-
pacity for trucks, and is so narrow

that signs are posted on both ends of
the bridge to stop motorists before
they cross.

"lt's a safety hazard," Siggerud said.
"It has to be removed."

Construction of the bridge was done
mainly by local Burnsville farmers. It
was initially called McDermott's
Bridge, named afler a family who
owned a small farm nearby.

Later, the farm was sold to the Earl
Peters family, who kept a herd of
goats and sold milk to neighbors,
thus the name change.

Siggerud said he is uncertain exactly
when the bridge will be demolished
this summer. The demolition is part
of a project that will result in the
widening of Burnsville Pkwy. to four
lanes. The City Council approved the
plans earlier this month.

Timbers from the bridge will be
saved to build a kiosk nearby. The
bridge will be replaced by a railroad
crossing with signals, Siggerud said.
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