
Annexation fight looms ih community history
By Y.vonne Klinnert

Would they have called it
Bloornville?

This weekend, the city of
Burnsville will celebrate its 25th
aruriversary of incorporation as
a village, along with the formal
dedication of the new City Hall.
Festivities will start at noon,
and will include a videotape of
the city's history.

No history can be complete
without the story of how Burrs-
ville almost became part of
Bloomingtop.

The "Burnsville '76: A Com-
munity History" calls the event

"The 
Day Grinch Tlied to Steal

Black Dog." An editorial in the
Aug. 24, 1961, Minnesota Valley
Review called it "the biggest,
land swindle since Peter Minuet
bought Manhattan Island for
$24;'

The event, which will be re-
counted on the video tape by
Wally Day, township board
chair from the early 1960s, at-
torneys Vance Grarmis Sr. and
Vance Grannis Jr. and planner
Howard Dahlgren, was the at-
tempted armexation of the Black
Dog power plant by the city of
Bloomington.

In a late afternoon meeting
Aug. 22, 1961, the Bloomington
City Council passed a resolution
that said "that an emergency
exists and it is necessary in
order 0o preserue the public
peace, health, safety and
welfare that certain lands (160

acres containing the NSP Black
Dog plant) be annexed to the ci-
ty of Bloomington," according
to the Minnesota Valley Review.

State law allowed annexation
of up to 200 acres of wrincor-

porated land adjoining a city. It
later became apparent ,that
plans for the move had gone on
secretly for about year.

By the next day, Bloomington
administrative workers, with
the help of the League of Women
Voters, took a census of Burns-
ville township, and distributed a
leaflet.

It recommended the incor-
poration of the entire towrship
of Burnsville. It would be the
new Bloomington, with a land
area of 65 square miles, larger
than either Mirmeapolis or St.
Paul.

"United we can face this
future and build a fine com-
munity with lower [axes for
everyone. Divided we may not

-" be able to stand before the tide,"
the leaflet said.

The merger would have
meant that the Black Dog plant
would have paid $250,000 a year
in taxes to Bloomington, as op-
posed to the $60,000 it was pay-
ing Burnsville. At the i same
time, Bloomington's 5O-mill an-
nual city lax rate would fall to 22
mills.

Burnsville officials spent little
time contemplating the
changes. Day immediately call-
ed his friend David Grannis, a
South St. PauI attorney.

A township meeting was call-
ed for Aug. 23, and about 500
Burnsville residents showed up,
out of a population of almost
3,000. In one day, 465 residents
signed a petition to incorporate
the township into a village.

Residents immediately asked
for a restraining order: and filed
suit in District Court against
Northern S[ates Power Co. and
Bloomington. The lawsuit at-

tacked the validity of the Bloom-
ington annexation ordinance on
the grounds it was unreasonable
and unconstitutional.

The lawsuit eventually ended
up in the Minnesoia'Supreme
Court. In order to file the suit,
Day had to put up a $250,000
bond, which he secured by
pledging his own farm and
private property.

The key to the lawsuit was
that no one could prove that the
move had been made in a time
of "emergency," as the Bloom-
ington City Corurcil said, said
Vance Grarmis Jr.

It became apparent that the

best defense was an offense, and
the township petitioned to
becorne a village, Grannis said..
Hearings were set by the Min-
nesoLa Municipal Commission to
discuss incorporation. Hearings
went on for four days in October
1961 in Burnsville High School,
and every day 400 to 500 people
attended, many of them ryearing
green shamrocks to show their
support for Burnsville,-
Dahlgren said.

The hearings were conducted
to assure the state that Burrs-
ville could indeed be a well-
organized city on its own,
Dahlgren said. A city plan was

written at the time to include in
the evidence.

In January 1962, a Dakota
County District Judge filed an
injunction to keep Bloomington
from enforcing the annexation.
Bloomington appealed to the
Minnesota Supreme Court.

In April 1964, the Supreme
Court ruled that the annexation
by Bloomington was null and
void. It was a gratilying victory,
said GranrLis Sr., since it benefit-
ted so many people.

The municipal commission on
May 6, 1964, issued the order for
the incorporation of Burnsville.

Ed Giles and Audrey Kaknoe, a long-time city employee, reminisced about the early days in Burnsville dur-
ing the recent taping of a video alout the city.
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