
EAGAN

Welcome to Eagan. The only Minnesota
city named five successive trmes as one of
the top 20 places to live in America. With
more than 49,000 jobs locally, Eagan is also
a Twin Crties regional jobs center. Severa

major companies are here, including
Thomson Reuters, and Blue Cross Blue

Shield of Minnesota, and more than 100

new retail stores opened at the new Twin

Cities Premium Outlets rn Western Eagan

near Highway 13 and Silver Beli Road.

The first residents of the Eagan area were

the Dakota-Sioux lndians. The Sioux had

been driven from their traditional homeland
near Mille Lacs Lake in North Central
Minnesota and were attracted to the Eagan
location by nearby trading posts. A United
States' expedition, ied by Zebulon Pike,

erp ored rre Upper Miss.ssippi a'ea 'r
1805, at which time possible sites for use

by the military were designated. However,

it was not until after the War of 1812 that
a series of frontier {orts were constructed,
including one at the confiuence of
the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers.

Completed in 1824, Fort Snelling served

as a focal point for development of the
entire region. The original area of the fort
included a parcel of land approximately
one mile wide extending through Eagan,

adjacent to the Minnesota River.

ln 1851, treaties were signed which moved
the Sioux from the area, openrng Eagan

and the rest of Southern Mrnnesota west of
the Mississippi River to further expansion
for settlers. Those lryho frrst rnoved to
Eagan were generally from reland,

Germany, French Canada, or from the
eastern part of the United States. These

settlers estabiished farms in the area and

agriculture became, and would remain, the
predominant activity of Eagan residents for
the next 100 years.

The political organization of Eagan began
with the admission of Minnesota as a
state in 1858. The area was frrst lncluded
as a part of Mendota Township. lt was

not until '1 860, with a special act of the
state legislature, that the Township of
Eagan was established within its current
boundaries. Members of Eagan's first boar.d

of sroerv.so's were Patrick Eagan, James
Callan and Robert O'Neill. Patrick Eagan, ':
from whom the City of Eagan takes its
name, was a native of lreland and came to
the area wlth his family in about 1854. He

served as the boardt first chairman. The

elected officers of the township rncluded
three supervisors, a treasurer, a clerk, an

assessoI two justices of the peace and

two constables.2010 marked the'l 50th
Anniversary of Eagan.

At the time of its formation ln 1860,

Eagan! popuiation was 567. Most of the
residents were farmers. Many local famiJies

engaged in crop farming, particularly
wheat and garden produce, Around '1 BB5,

the growing of onions began in parts of
Eagan. The onions were shipped to various
parts of the country and the volume was

such that, at one time, the area was called
"The Onion Capital of the United States."

However, with a few years of poor harvest

combined with competition from southern
growers, the production of onions ended in

approximately 1930.

Meetings of the Town Board were first held

in a schoolhouse located near the present
Northview School on County Road 30, ln

1893, the first Eagan Town Hall was buiit
near Pilot Knob and Lone Oak Roads.

When that building burned, the town board
decided to place the new town hall close
to the center of the township. Built rn '1914,

this new building served as the meeting
hall for Eagan until 1965. This original
surviving town hall has been restored in

1990 and serves as a museum maintained
by the Eagan Historical Society, exhibiting
memorabilia from Fagan's past. ln 2013, an

arson fire damaged the Town Hall. Work is

underway to restore the structure to return
it to use as a museum. A much larger town
hall was constructed next to the original
building on the west side of Pilot Knob
Road in 1965. The current Eagan Municipal
Center, located on the east side of Pilot
Knob Road, was constructed in 1983 and
re-modeled in 1996.

During the early years, the popuiation of
Eagan grew at a relatively slow rate, rising
from 642 in 1BB0 to 1,185 in 1950. During
the 1950t, however, with the initiation o{
the interstate highway system and the
growth of the entire metropolitan area,

Eagan slowly began to change from
farmland into a developing suburban
community. Construction of the Cedar
Grove Housing Development in 1959 had a

malor impact on the city's population. The

number of Eagan residents increased from
3,382 ln 1960 to 10,398 in 1970, to 2a,700 in

William Holz, the local Eagan blacksmith had his stately
home, barn and shop on Dodd Road, near what is now
Hiqhway 149 and Wescott Road in the mid-1800s. This was
a prime location for his business on a busy thoroughfare for
stagecoaches, travelers by buggy, on horseback and by rail-

Justice of the Peace Helen Kennedy and Constable Martin
Deslauriers await the next hearing inside the 19'14 Town
Hall in late 1950s. The Justice o{ t6e Peace ruled on traffic
violations, property disputes and other minor court cases for
the Township. Kennedy was the first female JP for Eagan. ln
1965 DesLauriers became Eagan's first Police Chief.

The restaurant bar and dancehall we know today as
Stark's began operations about the same time Eagan was
establ:shed in 1860. h started out as Alexander Haurd's
Halfway House catering to travelers and a stagecoach
stop-"halfway" between St Paul and Hastings on the
route to Dubuque. The establishment has had many names
including the Dixie lnn, O'Brien! and as pictured here in the
1 950s, The Town Pump Tavern.

1980, and to a current estimated population
of nearly 66,000.

The township days in Eagan ended in 1972

when authorization was given for Eagan
to incorporate as a village. On January 'l 

,

197 4, the legisiature passed a law which
allowed Eagan to be officially designated
a city. ln 2010, Eagan celebrated its

Sesquicentennial marking '1 50 years since
its formation as a Township. As a city,

Eagan is governed by a five member city

council, includlng the Mayor and four
Council members, all oi whom serve four
year terms. City elections are held in

November of even numbered years.

Find rnore Eagan history at
www.cityofeagan.com/h istory.
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