
jloomington Moves to
Annex 25 Square Miles

.(A) GOV'T PROPERTY
MERGER WOULD FORM LARGEST CITY IN STATE

Dotted lines show Bloomington and Burnsville school 
districts

TAKES TAX-RICH 
BLACK DOG PLANT
Bloomington Proposal to Annex Burnsville Up to Com- 
mission; Merged Municipality Would Be State's Largest: 
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The Bloomington city council reached south 
across the Minnesota river Tuesday to annex the 
tax-rich Black Dog plant of Northern States 
Power Co'. (NSP) in Burnsville township.

It also initiated efforts to merge the remainder of 
Burnsville with Bloomington to form a 65-square-mile city 
in at would be the largest in area in Minnesota.

Special census workers from Bloomington today began 
gathering detailed information the city will present to the 
Minnesota municipal commission—the three-man body that 
will rule on the proposed annexation of the township.

At the same time, they delivered leaflets explaining 
the proposal.

In a rapid-fire council session yesterday afternoon, the 
council:

Annexed the Black Dog plant on a 159-acre site on 
petition of NSP.

Voted to petition the commission for the merger.
Invited Burnsville to join in the petition.
Slashed the city portion of the Bloomington mill rate 

in half—from 50 to 22 mills—on taxes payable in 1962.
Agreed to finance street maintenance and street light

ing in the future from front-foot assessments rather than 
from general property taxes.

Proposed that citizens committees from both commu
nities explore every facet of the proposal, including disad
vantages as well as advantages of consolidation.

The Bloomington proposal was a well-guarded secret 
for nearly a year while discussions with NSP and quiet 
planning went on behind the scenes.

Burnsville officials were not consulted. Under state

law any municipality may 
annex up to 200 acres of un
incorporated area simply at 
the request of the owner.

The Black Dog plant has 
an assessed valuation of lO1/** 
million dollars, according to 
Ray Olsen, Bloomington city 
manager.

I t  is  ex 
pected to yield 
up to $231,- 
000 in taxes to 
B l o o m i n g 
ton. The plant 
will continue 
to pay taxes 
to the Burns
ville s c h o o l :  
district, since 
school bound- Ulsen 
aries- would not .be affected 
by the proposed merger.

Blpomington officials were 
quick to point out'the impli
cations of their proposal for 
the future g r o w t h  of the
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Burnsville to Fight
Plant Annexation

A special meeting of the 
Burnsville town board at 8 
p.m. today will consider pos
sible countermoves against 
Bloomington’s annexation of 
the Northern States Power 
Co. (NSP) Black Dog plant.

The board already has 
hired David Grahnis,'• South 
St.- Paul attorney, to repre
sent it in any legal action it 
may take.

Besides board members, 
Grahnis and the* interested 
public,.. Jerry Akin', Farming- 
ton, Dakota county commis
sioner*, whose district in
cludes Burnsville, also will be 
present.

Dakota county is expected 
to work with Burnsville of
ficials in. the matter.

Town officers. had had no 
notice of the action, and ap
parently will receive none. 
The law k requires only that 
the commission, the secre
tary of state and the auditors 
of the county involved be 
notified.

Town officials said there 
are several possible courses.

One questioned the legality 
of an annexation proceeding 
while the state municipal 
commission is in the midst of 
a study of the possibility of 
incorporating Burnsville.

(The statute requires the 
commission to study possible 
incorporation.. of townships 
which . passed 2,000 popula
tion in the last census. The 
commission has begun its 
study of Burnsville, but hot 
completed it.) ,
Official Sees ‘Mistake*

Burnsville people argue 
that the Black Dog plant by 
itself isn’t Suitable” for an
nexation, as required by the 
statute, because it is across 
the river from Bloomington, 
and would be difficult to 
serve with police and fire 
protection.

One town official, who de
clined to be identified, said! 
NSP “had made a bad mis-j
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