
WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO DATE 

Some time ago the City of Bloomington firmly requested 
the Northern States Power Company to consent to Bloom
ington taking the Black Dog Power Plant into the 
boundaries of the City of Bloomington. As Minnesota's 
fourth largest city, and one of NSP's largest consum
ers, Bloomington contended that it should share in the 
economic value of the Black Dog Power Plant. The fol
lowing facts were pointed out to NSP: 

6) With $25 , 000,000 of industrial-connnercial 
development already underway this year alone, 
Bloomington will have one of the strongest 
economic bases in the metropolitan area by 
1970 . 

e With this powerful economy, Bloomington 
can provide all urban services at a low, 
stabilized 22 mill rate indefinitely 
into the future . 

• Bloomington, with an experienced municipal 
government, will be . in a position to give 
assistance and cooperation to newly develop
ing areas adjacent to its present boundaries. 

• Since the Black DJg Power Plant will remain in 
the Burnsville School District , the shift of 
NSP taxes to Bloomington would be relatively 
small . This year, only 1/12 of the NSP tax 
return to the Burnsville area is devoted to 
municipal purposes; the rest goes to the 
School District. 

NSP has recognized its responsibility tµ Bloomington 
and has acquiesced to the City's request. The City 
pledged that it would give the ·people residing in 
Burnsville an opportunity to become part of a new 
suburban city of the future . The City has now taken 
action to include the Black Dog Power Plant within its 
boundaries and has _taken the necessary legal steps for 
consolidatio~ wiih Burnsville by petitioning the State 
Municipal Co'll.IIlission for hearings . 

! 

WHAT 15 PROPOSED 

-Consolidation of the City of Bloomington and 
Burnsville Township into one strong connnunity 
wi t h the resources to meet the future. 

-Citizen to citizen discussions of the proposal . 

The Next Step . . . . . 

Appointment of citizen task forces made up of 
citizens of Bloomington and Burnsville . These 
task forces would explore every facet of uniting 
the two communities, including the advantages and 
disadvantages of consolidation. Some of the factors 
that should be considered would be: 

e Possible cost savings and lower taxes 
through eliminating duplication of 
municipal services and facilities . 

• Ways of handling the population growth 
that this area faces . There is a dis
tinct danger that explosive, poorly
planned growth in the 60's could create 
major problems and lead to high municipal 
and school taxes. 

• Opportunities for united development of 
the Minnesota River Valley into a great 
residential, recreational and industrial 
center . 

e Protection of rural areas from being 
forced to pay heavily for costs created 
in the urban parts of the area, 

Following these discussions, the State Municipal 
Commission will hold hearings on the question. 

No chang ·e _in school districts is proposed. The 
consolidation would be for purposes of municipal 
government only. 
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WHAT WILL IT COST? 

As was mentioned earlier, the City Council of 
Bloomington is convinced that, with its rapidly 
growing tax base, adequate community services 
can be provided at a stabilized 22 mill rate now 
and in the future. An average Burnsville family, 
with a $15,000 home, would pay total ~ni~iJ?.al 
property taxes of approximately $33 and would receive 
an assessment for street maintenance of about $10, 
or a total cost of approximately $43 per year, After 
deductions for state and federal income taxes, the 
cost would be about $32 per year for the average 
family. With improved fire protection, insurance 
rates would drop about $5 per home, yeilding a net 
total cost for municipal services of $27 per year 
for the average family, These figures are illustrated 
below: 

COST FOR AVERAGE BURNSVILLE FAMILY 
PER YEAR 

Average $15,000 home 

22 mill tax rate 
Approx. assess. for 

street maint. 
Total Ta~es 

Less average deduction 
savings on State & Fed. 
income taxes ..... 
Less . reduction in fire 
insurance costs .•... 

$1500 Assessed Value. 

$33.00 

10.00 
$43.00 

11.00 

_5:..00 

Total yearly cost to average 
family for all urban services .•... fil.00 

This tax bill is for City services only. Consolidation 
would eliminate your township levy, but would have no 
effect upon your school, county, and state taxes. The 

. stabilized 22 municipal mill rate is below the mill 
rate that citizens · of Burnsville may expect in the 
years ahead if they go it alone. 

HOW WOULD THE PEOPLE RESIDING IN BURNSVILLE 
TOWNSHIP BENEFIT FROM THE PROPOSED 

CONSOLIDATION? 

The following are a few of the needed services obtain
able for only $27 (average) per year: 

• Firm growth control to keep down city and 
school district taxes. 

• Installation of a fully-equipped fire station 
which would permit prompt protection from fire 
and would bring reductions in fire insurance 
rates .in the near future, 

e Complete police emergency service would be 
available , Every resident would be only 
minutes away from help at time of need, with 
radio-controlled cruising emergency units. 

• The many benefits of an excellent recreation 
program offering everything from organized 
athletics to kiddie playground supervision. 

e Comprehensive building controls and inspection 
with inspection specialists in plumbing, 
heating, electricity and building. 

e The many cost-saving advantages of efficiently 
organized, non-political Council-Manager 
goverrnrie~t with specialists in management, 
finance, purchasing, equipment maintenance, 
planning, law, and all the other requirements 
that go into modern municipal govermnent. 

0 Comprehensive Health Service, including nursing, 
laboratories and sanitation service. 

e Low costs for all services, due to operations 
on a large enough scale to utilize the most 
efricient equipment and staffing. 



• Important for the future protection of your 
pocket book--a complete water, sewer, storm 
sewer, drainage and road plan would be laid 
out for the entire area, charting well in 
advance of development the most economical 
system. New developments should be required 
to proceed in an orderly fashion with all 
utilities in and grades fitted together in . 
the crossword puzzle of the future. Sound 
controls of subdivision development through a 
highly trained Engineering Department, with 
specialists in water and sewer, traffic 
engineering, street engineering and drainage, 
will do more to cut long-term costs than any 
other factor. This step alone in any event 
should be taken soon and will save the property 
owners millions upon millions of dollars. 

Some day in the future existing subdivisions 
with small lots in Burnsville will have to 
have water and sewer and drainage improvements. 
It is wishful thinking to believe, considering 
the history that we have all seen in the 
metropolitan area, that these facilities will 
never be needed, However, such improvements 
are not installed under Bloomington policy until 
the majority of the people in an existing 
subdivision want such service. It should be 
recognized by every present resident in Burns
ville Township, that every additional subdivision 
that goes in without complete and well-designed 
facilities, places an obligation to finance these 
facilities upon the current residents. 

l 
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WHAT FUTURE DO WE FACE? 

As stated earlier in this pamphlet, the Bloomington
Burnsville area faces the prospect of tremendous 
growth. If we stand together in one united, strong 
comnunity, we can control this growth and keep our 
standards high. There is little doubt that a united 
city in the southwestern metropolitan area--small 
enough to keep local government but large enough to 
operate efficiently--can provide better govern~ental 
services with lower taxes than can separate munici
palities with duplicating facilities. 

If combined, 

• We will be a city of 60,000 people, the 
fourth largest municipality in the state. 

• We will have a combined area of 65 square 
miles--a little larger than either 
Minneapolis or St. Paul. 

e We will have a strong economic base--one 
that could become the strongest of any in 
the metropolitan area by 1980. 

e We will be large enough to have the know
how and political weight to look after the 
interests of people in the area. 

e All of these strengths cannot help but be 
reflected in improved property values. 
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